
by JANE MCCLURE
A one-year moratorium on

demolition of almost two dozen
structures near the Hamline Uni-
versity campus will give universi-
ty officials, neighborhood resi-
dents and city officials more
time to review university expan-
sion plans. And, although the
fate of 1549 Minnehaha was
originally in doubt, it has been
learned that Hamline has agreed
to add that address to the mora-
torium list after the meeting.

Lack of information about
campus expansion plans, recent
building demolitions and notice
to neighborhood residents are

hot-button issues in Hamline-
Midway, drawing about 140 peo-
ple to Hamline Church United
Methodist for a meeting Sept. 17.
The ad hoc group, Historic Ham-
line Village, which is working to
put the brakes on the campus
plans, invited university officials
to outline their next steps.

As the Monitor went to press,
Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark was working with
neighbors and university offi-
cials. Historic Hamline Village
hopes to schedule a follow-up
meeting.

Stark noted that administra-
tive changes, including a new

president, are coming to Ham-
line University. He said the uni-
versity shouldn’t move forward
with its plans until new leader-
ship is in place and a new rela-
tionship can be forged.

“Obviously Hamline Uni-
versity has been an asset to the
neighborhood for a very long
time,” said Stark. “But we also
need to recognize that the neigh-
borhood is also an asset to Ham-
line University.” He expressed
support for the moratorium and
said that 1549 Minnehaha
should be part of those plans. 
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By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
On Sun., Sept. 14, places

were set for 2,000 guests along
Victoria St. in St. Paul’s Frogtown
neighborhood. The community
table, and the joy that surround-
ed it, stretched for half a mile
from end to end. 

Artist Seitu Jones, in collabo-
ration with Public Art St. Paul,
local foundations and countless
volunteers, worked  together to
create this very special meal. In
Jones’s words, “We gather togeth-
er as beloved community in a
work of art. We tell our food sto-
ries. We celebrate the bounty of
the earth, and the labor of those
who bring food from farm to
table. We share a meal prepared
with love by gifted chefs. We
gather in an act of love to inter-
vene in our food system so that
all may have access to healthy
food and healthy life.”

Over two years ago, Public
Art Saint Paul commissioned
Jones to do a living work of art
that would make a real impact
on the community. “CREATE:
The Community Meal”  aimed to
encourage making healthy food
choices and lowering barriers to
buying and preparing healthy
food. Arising from the Central
Corridor Public Art Plan, CRE-
ATE illuminated how artists and
their collaborators could help
transform the urban food system
- which is no small undertaking.

CREATE drew its inspiration
from Jones’s on-going collection
of food stories and spoke of food
traditions and rituals of the
world’s cultures. This multi-me-
dia experience engaged a host of
artistic partners:
—Mobile Art Kitchens by Emily

Stover
—Handmade paper placemats by
Mary Hark & Community
—Spoken Word by TouSaiko Lee,
Deeq Abdi, Laurine Chang, Ni-
mo Farah, & Rodrigo Sanchez-
Chavarria with youth of the com-
munity

—Poetic grace by G. E. Patterson
—Choreography by Ananya
Dance Theatre 

Jones worked with new im-
migrant farmers from the Min-
nesota Food Association, who
planned their summer season to
grow crops for the community

meal. Guided by Melvin Giles,
veteran peace and diversity edu-
cator, Victoria St. neighbors pre-
pared to host guests for this free
event in their neighborhood. 

Cooks of Crocus Hill co-
owners Marie Dwyer and Karl
Benson, along with their staff,

were invaluable. Dwyer said, “It
felt great to be involved in CRE-
ATE from both a food and a
community perspective. It was a
beautiful day in every way.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Neighbors express frustration
over Hamline U. demolitions

Andy Dawkins, current Green Party candidate for Minnesota attorney gen-
eral, spoke briefly towards the end of the meeting in support of Historic
Hamline Village. (Photo by Kyle Mianulli)

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?
Community table stretched for half a mile on Victoria St.

The table stretched for six blocks along Victoria St., from University to Minnehaha Ave. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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MonitorMonitor
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Have you been wondering
what’s wrong with the apple and
crab apple trees around town
lately? 

Our cool, wet spring con-
tributed mightily to a disease
called apple scab. The symptoms
of apple scab are as dismal as the
name sounds. Susceptible tree
crowns thin, with withering
leaves dropping rapidly to the
ground. 

Unlike the fungi involved in
most other leaf spot diseases, the
apply scab fungus remains active
throughout  the season. As long
as there is sufficient moisture,
new infections multiply quickly,
creating an epidemic among sus-
ceptible hosts. Susceptible tree
species include apple, crabapple,
hawthorn and mountain ash. 

The apple scab fungus over-
winters in leaves that have fallen
to the ground. So, to stop the
spread of apple scab, it’s impor-
tant to rake up fallen leaves.
Don’t postpone - the time is
now! Spores develop during the
winter and mature in the spring.
Spores are released into the air
when it rains, with peak spore re-
lease occurring during bloom
time. Winds carry the spores to
new buds, where a film of water
is necessary for successful spore
germination. Infection occurs
most rapidly when fruits and
leaves remain wet for a minimum
of 9 hours, and temperatures are
between 55° and 75°F. 

If spring weather is dry, apple
scab will not likely be a problem.
During years with especially wet
springs, such as the one we’ve just
had, entire trees can be defoliated
by the end of June.

For home owners, it’s impor-
tant to note that apple scab does-
n’t usually affect the long-term
health of trees. So don’t cut the

trees down! The disease can cause
severe defoliation and a loss of
fruit crop. It also can lead to re-
duced growth, susceptibility to
secondary pest problems and sen-
sitivity to winter injury. However,
the trees are not likely to die and
will recover during years with less
rain. Karen Zumach, community
forester with the organization
Tree Trust says, “With luck and a
dryer season next year, the affect-
ed trees will come around.”

How to avoid apple scab in
future plantings? Apple and crab
apple trees are available in a wide
range of sizes and colors, so gar-
deners can choose those that
work best for their yard. Be sure
to check for susceptibility to fire
blight and Japanese beetle, as
well as resistance to apple scab,
before making a choice. Rep-
utable nursery staff can tell you
which varieties are going to best
meet these criteria. 

If you have a susceptible or
infected tree, the best strategy is
good, thorough raking. It’s im-
portant to rake fallen leaves be-
fore they have a chance to dry
and break up into bits too small
to gather. 

Prune or thin your trees dur-
ing the winter months to main-
tain open canopies. This will im-
prove air circulation and shorten
the time necessary to dry leaf sur-
faces. Use watering practices that
saturate the roots, not the leaves,
to promote optimum tree health. 

What to do with all those in-
fected leaves you’ll be raking up?
According to Audrey Matson, co-
owner of Egg Plant Urban Farm
Supply (1771 Selby Ave.), home
compost piles are the best solu-
tion. “Just make sure your com-
post pile is good and hot, so the
spores won’t survive the winter
and contaminate your compost,”
she says.

Blight hitting apple trees hard

Classifieds
$1 per word

Many neighborhood apple and crab apple trees have been nearly leafless
since summer due to apple scab. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

If temperatures and rainfall are normal next spring, the infected trees will
likely return to health. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Varieties resistant to apple scab are still holding their fruits and leaves.
(Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)



Hamline houses
Continued from page 1

Hamline officials made it
clear they still wish to expand
south to Minnehaha Ave. and
west to Pascal St. Some neighbors
question why that is needed and
why the university is continuing to
pursue a 2008 plan. They threw
out a number of ideas, ranging
from online learning to car shar-
ing to reduce parking needs, to
reuse of houses as “honor” houses
or language houses.

Doug Anderson, who has
since stepped down as Hamline
University’s senior vice present
and chief financial officer, apolo-
gized to those who felt the recent
home teardowns were a surprise.
But while saying the university is
open to a one-year moratorium
on 22 other structures, “1549
Minnehaha is a separate topic.”
Anderson said the house is in a
“significant state of disrepair.”
Some neighbors countered that
Hamline University neglects prop-
erties and then uses that as a rea-
son to tear them down.

Anderson said the 2008 ex-
pansion plan was set aside dur-
ing the recession. He said the
campus needs to grow to support

its students. Generally, the plans
call for added parking in a ramp
and new lot, more academic
space including fine arts space,
and more housing. Plans for the

southeast area called for under-
ground parking and a commons
at the southwest corner. 

One priority need that has
been built since 2008 is the new
Anderson Student Center at
Snelling and Englewood av-
enues. Plans to “green up”
Snelling are also in the works.
Anderson said the university
does need new housing, as its
enrollment is stable.

The university also intends to
keep two converted houses it owns
west of Snelling, said Anderson.

The Sept. 17 meeting grew
heated at times. Several neigh-
bors, alumni, students and cur-
rent and former faculty are angry
about the demolition of the
White House, the historic presi-
dent’s house on campus.  When
a picture was shown, some in
the crowd booed its demolition.

“We have a right to talk
about what the impacts on the
neighborhood are,” said Tom
Goldstein, one of the Historic
Hamline Village members. He
urged the university to work
with neighbors and save, and
possibly repurpose, buildings
through a series of meetings. 

Several neighbors said they

cannot trust the university and
that they are tired of seeing
houses snatched up. Others said

it’s concerning to see properties
not owned by Hamline identi-
fied as future teardowns.

“It’s really insulting to us to
hear you need green space when
we all know your agenda,” said
Diane Novotny. She lives on Pas-
cal and expressed frustration
about lack of clarity about plans.

“I’m a fan of Hamline Uni-
versity,” said neighbor Alan Ick-
ler. His parents met there. But
he is disappointed in how the
campus plan is unfolding. “I
think this has implications for
the economic vitality of the
community.”

City Planner Josh Williams
explained the city’s role. All of
the city’s colleges and universi-
ties have conditional use permits
that set boundaries, building
heights and setbacks, parking re-
quirements and other limita-
tions. While schools can buy
property outside of those
boundaries and demolish those
houses (as Hamline has), uses
are limited if properties aren’t
within the boundaries.

Williams also noted that in
1997, Hamline University re-
quested a greater expansion than
the city would allow. 

The Historic Hamline Village
group has extensively researched
the history of houses in the
community around Hamline
University, documenting both
properties that are gone and
those that are possible threat-
ened with demolition. An
overview of three properties fol-
lows. Read more information on
the Historic Hamline Village
Facebook page:

•1549 Minnehaha Ave. This
house dates from 1888 and was
home to Prof. W.D. Walcott. He

chaired the university’s philoso-
phy and psychology depart-
ment. Demolition has been
halted. Hamline University has
looked for a group to move and
save it.

• Now a green space, the White
House, resembled its namesake
in Washington, D.C., provided
housing for Hamline University
presidents for almost 100 years.
It stood near Simpson and He-
witt avenues. It was torn down
in June, around the same time
as four nearby homes on He-

witt. The White House was re-
placed in 2005 with a $1.5 mil-
lion Summit Ave. mansion.

•1538 Englewood Ave. was
built in 1887 and currently serv-
ing as the Hamline “Guest
House.” This property has been
identified as eligible for historic
designation. It is a brick Queen
Anne style, which is considered
unusual. University officials
have considered moving the
house.
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Profile of 3 houses

Doug Anderson spoke to the group as a senior vice president and chief financial officer for Hamline University. He
said Hamline needs to expand now that the recession has ended and that their long-term wish and plan is to ex-
pand down to Minnehaha Ave. The meeting was one of the last for Anderson, who had planned to step down from
his position at HU before the current neighborhood controversy occurred. (Photo by Kyle Mianulli)

“We have a right to talk about what the impacts on the neighborhood are,”
said Tom Goldstein, one of the Historic Hamline Village members. He
urged the university to work with neighbors and save, and possibly re-pur-
pose, buildings through a series of meetings. (Photo by Kyle Mianulli)

Russ Stark, 4th Ward Council Member, said the university, which is plan-
ning a change in administration, shouldn’t move forward with its plans un-
til new leadership is in place and a new relationship can be forged with the
neighbors. (Photo by Kyle Mianulli)



A quarter of a million people in
Nicaragua have gained safe drink-
ing water for the first time in their
history by installing the CTI Water
Chlorinator, a device created by
Midway-based company Compati-
ble Technology International
(CTI), 800 Transfer Rd. CTI an-

nounced last month that they had
reached their 4 year goal of bring-
ing safe water to over 250,000
people after training 474 villages
to use and maintain CTI Water
Chlorinators since 2010. 

The chlorinators were invent-
ed by CTI, a nonprofit that designs

and distributes food and water
tools for developing nations. The
CTI Water Chlorinator is made of
PCV piping and utilizes inexpen-
sive chlorine tablets to eliminate
virtually all bacteria and parasites
found in village water sources.

According to the World

Health Organization (WHO), un-
safe water is the leading cause of
disease and death in the world.
“Lack of clean, safe water under-
mines social well-being and eco-
nomic growth,” said CTI Executive
Director, Alexandra Spieldoch. “By
providing access to safe water, we

eliminate a key barrier to good
health in developing nations.” 

In Nicaragua—the second
poorest country in the Western
Hemisphere—CTI and its partners
at nonprofits EOS International
and Self-Help International train
rural communities to install and
operate CTI’s Water Chlorinator,
which provides potable water to a
village of up to 1,000 people. Vil-
lages purchase chlorinators for
$200 fee and organized volunteers
replenish the chlorine tablets,
which cost families less than a
dollar per year.  Regional Health
Ministry offices provide education
on improved hygiene and sanita-
tion, and evaluate the long-term
impact of the program at CTI’s in-
stallation sites. The project is led
by CTI and funded by Project Red-
wood, Pentair, and donors.

“According to the WHO’s re-
port “Safe Water, Better Health,”
every $1 invested in water and
sanitation can yield economic
benefits on average between $7
and $12. 

CTI plans safe water expan-
sion to an additional 60,000 peo-
ple in Nicaragua over the next 12
months. 

Turnover has not phased Como
Park boys soccer this season in
defense of their state title.

With a new coach and key
players graduated, the Cougars
have continued their winning
ways and hope for a strong run
in postseason play during Octo-
ber. Under new coach Jonah
Fields, the  Cougars started off 1-
2-1, but they turned it around

and went 7-2-2 in their final ten
games of September.

They earned a sweep of Cen-
tral, the St. Paul City Conference
leader at the time, in a 1-0 over-
time victory on Sept. 30.  Will
Xiong put in the game-winning
goal with a header on an assist
from Will Kidd. Cougars goal-
keeper John Wenger stopped five
shots to earn the shutout. The

Cougars previously beat the Min-
utemen on Sept. 10 in another 1-
0 victory. 

Kidd leads the team in scor-
ing with 28 points through Sept.
30. Senior forward Nga Reh also
has been an impact player on of-
fense with 13 points. 

Como Park Cross Country
Geleto Roba has been a regular
top finisher for the Cougars
boys cross country team. The
junior runner took fourth at the
Twin Cities Grade by Grade
Meet on Sept. 9 at Battle Creek
with a time of 17 minutes, 16
seconds in the 5K race. He had
the team’s top finish at the Rum
River Invitational on Sept. 11 in
a time of 17:06.86 for 18th
overall. Roba also had the high-
est finish for Como Park at the
Roy Griak Invitational on Sept.
27, one of the biggest meets in
the country.

Mary Miles of the Cougars
girls team took second among
juniors at the Twin Cities Grade
by Grade with a 16:14 mark. She
clocked 15:38.44 at Rum River

for 13th overall. She also had the
second-highest finish for the
Cougars at the Griak, 58th, be-
hind her sister, Kathleen Miles.

Kathleen took 27th overall

at 20:52 for the 5K. Previously
she won the senior division at
the Grade by Grade meet at
16:21 in the 4K and took 17th at
Rum River in 15:42.09.
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PURPLE ONION BOOK CLUB

November 3rd @ 6:15 PM

Gingko Coffeehouse, 721 Snelling

www.hamlineuniversitybookstore.com

All ages
welcome!

A-1 VACUUM CLEANER COMPANY
www.A-1Vacuum.com

SALES, SERVICE & SUPPLIES
666 University Ave. (651) 222-6316

www.Facebook.com/A1VacuumMN

Como Park boys soccer in pursuit of back-to-back state titles

Prep Sports Notebook:
By MATTHEW DAVIS

Geleto Roba of Como Park took 70th among 510 runners in the maroon
race at the Roy Griak Invitational on Sept. 27. (Photo by Matthew Davis)

Minutemen football
Central has a 3-2 record past the midpoint of the high school foot-
ball season and a 1-0 start in the St. Paul City Conference. They
hope to make another run at the conference title in its final year
for football before the MSHSL moves to districts next year.

Senior running back Garrett Gardner has led the Minutemen
rushing attack with 428 yards on 69 carries. He averages 6.2 yards
per carry and has nine touchdowns so far. 

Wide receiver Jakobi Jackson has also been a force running the
ball with 392 yards on 48 carries and two TDs. The senior averages
8.2 yards per rush. He also leads the team’s receivers with 20 catch-
es for 167 yards and one TD.

Minutemen junior quarterback Sam Gubburd has been solid
as a starter with 668 yards passing and four TDs, but has thrown
three picks. 

On defense, Jamal Galato leads the defense with 49 tackles
overall.  Taariq Hutchinson-Carroll and Abdilkalak Muse each lead
in sacks with three apiece.

Local non-profit provide safe water to Nicaragua

The Midway
Como
Monitor is
typically 
published the
second
Thursday-Friday 
of each month. 

If you’re not receiving 
a timely delivery call 
651-645-7045



As the leaves begin to turn, your
District 10 Como Community
Council has a busy October
planned.  We hope you’ll join us
for some, or all, of these events.
You can view a calendar of events
on our website at www.dis-
trict10comopark.org.

Home Energy Efficiency
Fair planned Oct. 15
For the past year, District 10’s En-
vironment Committee has been
working on a variety of initiatives
to help decrease energy use in
the neighborhood.  They’ve host-
ed speakers, explored a commu-
nity solar energy project, and
helped neighbors conduct home
energy audits to identify oppor-
tunities to invest in energy effi-
ciency.  Join them on Wed., Oct.
15 from 7-9pm for a free Home
Energy Efficiency Fair, where vari-
ous non-profit energy efficiency
programs will have information
on their programs, including free
and low-cost energy audits, sub-
sidized loans for improvement
projects, and information on
how to reduce your energy foot-
print.  This event is free and open

to all Como Park Neighbors.  It
will take place at the Historic
Streetcar Station, 1224 Lexington
Pkwy. N.

Pancake Breakfast is fun
for the whole family
Each year, the District 10 Como
Community Council hosts a Hal-
loween Pancake Breakfast and
Silent Auction as a fundraiser for
our work in the neighborhood.
This year’s breakfast will take
place on Sat., Oct. 25 from 8:30-
11am at the Hubert H.
Humphrey Job Corps Center’s
Cafeteria, located on Arlington
Ave. just east of Snelling.  The
event will feature an all-you-can-
eat breakfast with pancakes,
sausage, juice, milk, and Ve-
lasquez Family Coffee.  There

will be a kid’s activity area and a
kid’s costume parade at 10am.
Plus, we’re excited to bring our
silent auction back for its second
year.  Throughout the event (un-
til 10:30am), you’ll have the op-
portunity to bid on a variety of
unique, local items and experi-
ences – many that can only be
found at this event!  Some fa-
vorites from last year, including a
tour for four of the Summit
Brewery and Bill Rasmussen’s
Como Park art print, will be
available again this year.  Tickets
can be purchased at the door - $7
for adults and $4 for children 3-
12.  For more information, visit
our website at www.district10co-
mopark.org.

Home Runs and Pigs!
District 10’s popular Sunday
Speakers Series is returning this
fall with a focus on neighbor-
hood history.  Join us at the His-
toric Streetcar Station on Sun.,
Oct. 26 from 1-2:30pm for
“Home Runs and Pigs at Midway
Stadium:  The Legacy of the St
Paul Saints.”  Staff from the St
Paul Saints will share tales from
the team’s decades at Midway
Stadium, including a glimpse be-
hind the scenes at some memo-
rable moments.  The event is
free; donations welcome.

Dale Street Task Force
Open House
This fall,  District 10 and the
neighboring District 6 Planning

Council, are launching a task
force to study issues related to
traffic and safety along Dale St.
in order to develop recommen-
dations for improvements.  The
Dale St. Task Force invites you to
an Open House on Thur., Oct. 26
from 6:30-8pm at North Dale
Rec Center (1414 St. Albans St.
N.).  At the open house, you’ll
have the opportunity to meet
Task Force chairs, apply to join
the task force, or share your con-
cerns and ideas for improving
Dale St.  For more information,
please call the District 6 Planning
Council at 651-488-4485.

Staff Transition
District 10 is in the process of re-
cruiting a new staff member to
replace Ted Blank, who is leaving
District 10 to serve as executive
director of the Forest Lake Area
Chamber of Commerce.  During
the transition, office hours will
be reduced and there will be a
delay in returning phone calls
and emails.  We appreciate your
patience during this time.

Following a close election with a
wealth of well-qualified candi-
dates, Hamline Midway Coalition
is happy to welcome three new
neighbors to the HMC Board of
Directors. Congratulations to Har-
riet Mednick, Lindsay VanPatten
and Scott Kruger who were each
chosen by their neighbors to rep-
resent their interests on the HMC
Board. They will each serve for
one three-year term.

With eight candidates run-
ning for three open seats, each of
the three neighborhood sub-dis-
tricts saw competitive races and
neighbors stepped up and came
out to cast their votes in a big way. 

Thanks to all who came out
to one of the four voting oppor-
tunities and took an interest in
the future of their neighborhood.
The level of engagement around
this election far exceeded what
we have seen in past years and it
is truly inspiring to see neighbors
take an active interest in their
community in this way.  

Just because the election is
over, however, doesn’t mean it’s
time to sit idly by. A whole host of
new issues, challenges and oppor-
tunities will continue to present
themselves as the neighborhood
continues to develop and change
in significant and exciting ways.

If you’re interested in getting
more involved with your com-
munity, let us know and we’ll
help you find the best way to put
your energy to use. Visit our web-
site at www.hamlinemidway.org
to keep up on the latest develop-
ments and neighborhood news
and to signup for our monthly e-
newsletter. Only by working to-
gether can we ensure a prosper-
ous future for Hamline Midway.

Please join us in welcoming
these three new neighbors to the
HMC Board:

Harriet Mednick
A Hamline Midway resident for
more than 20 years, this will be
Harriet Mednick’s second round as
a board member. She served for
two terms in the early 1990s, and
has been deeply involved in many
aspects of the neighborhood since. 

“I’m older now and I didn’t
think there were any older people
on the board now. As the popula-
tion (of the neighborhood) is

changing I thought there should
be a voice,” Mednick said.

As a founding member of
Hamline Midway Elders, Med-
nick has worked hard to ensure
Hamline Midway seniors have
access to housing and services
they need to stay in the neigh-
borhood. 

In addition to advocating for
the interests of Hamline Mid-
way’s senior population, Med-
nick says she would also like to
see the expansion of low-interest
and forgivable home improve-
ment loan programs like those
offered through Community
Neighborhood Housing Services. 

Mednick brings a wealth of
community and nonprofit expe-
rience to the board. She is also
teaching several classes at the
Hamline Midway Library this fall
including one on Urban Spices
and the occasionally surprising
history, economics, and even pol-
itics sometimes associated with
them. She will also lead a class
on the medicinal benefits of
chocolate and another on the
history and evolution of Thanks-
giving traditions.

Mednick will be representing
sub-district A, which covers the
section of the neighborhood
from Transfer Rd. to Snelling Ave.

Lindsay VanPatten
Lindsay VanPatten moved into her
home in Hamline Midway in 2010
and her appreciation for the com-
munity that thrives here has con-
tinued to grow since. Sensing a
breath of change and growth on
the breeze in the neighborhood,
she says she wants to play a posi-
tive role in the community during
this important time.

“We have a lot of things going
on. I feel like we’re on the brink of

some really great and positive
changes and I just wanted to be a
part of that and help make sure
our community is able to grow in
a positive direction,” VanPatten
says.

As Education and Administra-
tive Assistant for the Capitol Re-
gion Watershed District, VanPatten
brings unique expertise in envi-
ronmental issues to the Board of
Directors. She says she is particu-
larly interested in finding ways to

help maintain a healthy natural
environment and fostering cre-
ative skills in the neighborhood.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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Fall Events in the Como Neighborhood

Como Community Council Corner
JON KNOX, BOARD CHAIR OF THE DISTRICT 10 COMO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Three new members elected to the board

News from District 11
By KYLE MIANULLI, HMC COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Harriet Mednick

Lindsay VanPatten
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When you head out to the polls on
Tuesday, Nov. 4, you’ll get the op-
portunity to select your top picks
for the top state offices, including
Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary
of State, State Auditor and Attorney
General, as well as U.S. Senator,
and U.S. Representative.

Also on the ballot will be State
Representative for Districts 64A,
65A, 66A and 66B, those areas
within the Monitor coverage area.

★ STATE REPRESENTATIVE ★
DISTRICT 64A

Andrew Brown - R
http://www.andrewbrown64a.com

Andrew Brown’s campaign plat-
form is this: fix our horrible
roads, stop wasteful spending,
lower property taxes, careers not
jobs, reduce the tax strain and
level college costs.

Brown works for his family’s
funeral product business as a
welder and a salesman. He was
born before the Berlin Wall was
torn down and during President
Reagan’s second term in office.
Brown currently attends the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas where he
studies business management.
From fall of 2013 to spring of
2014 he was the Vice-Chair of the
University of St. Thomas College
Republicans. He will graduate in
the spring of 2015 and then con-
tinue working with his family’s
business. He has been endorsed
by the Minnesota Gun Owners
Political Action Committee.

Erin Murphy - DFL
www.neighborsformurphy.com

Murphy graduated from high
school in Janesville, Wis., and
later attended the University of
Wisconsin–Oshkosh, receiving
her B.S. in nursing in 1984. She
earned her M.A. in organization-
al leadership in health care at the
College of St. Catherine in 2005,
and also attended the Humphrey
Institute at the University of Min-
nesota from 2005 to 2006.

Murphy is a former executive
director of the Minnesota Nurses
Association and has also worked
for the organization as a lobbyist
and organizer. She previously
worked in state government as
legislative director for former
Minnesota Attorney General Hu-
bert H. Humphrey III, and as
community relations director for
the Minnesota Department of
Children, Families and Learning.
She was also an operating room
nurse at the University of Min-
nesota Medical Center.

Murphy served on the board
of directors of Citizens for a Safer
Minnesota from 1999 to 2001,
and as a member of the board of
trustees of the American Nurses
Association political action com-
mittee. She was also an executive
board member of the Minnesota
chapter of the AFL–CIO.

Murphy was first elected in
2006, and has served four terms.
After the 2012 elections, Murphy
was elected by the DFL House
caucus to be Majority Leader.

She is married to Joe Faust,
and has two children.

★ STATE REPRESENTATIVE ★ 
DISTRICT 65A

Lena Buggs - Green
http://lenafor65a.com

Lena Buggs's campaign platform
includes five areas of focus: living
wages and union rights, afford-
able housing, job and economic
development, education, and en-
vironment.

Buggs was born in South
Minneapolis, but she has lived in
St. Paul for nearly six years. She
resides with her wife Nicki and
their two children, Amy and
Aubrey, in the Lexington-Ham-
line neighborhood.

She has served the commu-
nity as a member of the small
business community, as co-
founder of African American
Women In Politics – an organiza-
tion created to empower Ameri-
can Women of color in under-
standing the electoral process,
political affiliations, and the vot-
ing process. She serves as a mem-
ber of the Lexington-Hamline
Housing Committee, facilitating
loan programs that are designed
to offer market or below market
rate financing to the community.

As an organizer, she worked to
defeat Voter ID and Marriage
Amendments. She co-organized
with the Welfare Rights Commit-
tee, and pushed for living wages,
housing, and a fair economy for
all. Most recently, she organized
with The 15 Now Campaign,
along with the 4th Congressional
District of the Green Party, to coor-
dinate labor efforts promoting a
$15 an hour living wage.

Anthony Meschke - R
http://anthonyformn.com

Anthony Meschke’s platform in-
cludes five areas of focus: privacy
rights and government spying,
decriminalization of victimless
crimes, responsible government
spending, public-private partner-
ships, and education and school
choice.

Meschke was born and
raised in a small southern Min-
nesota town. He grew up work-
ing on the family and neighbors’
farms. His mother ran a daycare
and his father was a mechanic.
After his high school graduation
from a small, Lutheran school,
he joined the Marine Corps and
was stationed in Okinawa, Japan
for 2 years and other bases in the
United States. He graduated from
the University of St. Thomas in
St. Paul with a Mechanical Engi-
neering degree. Menschke is cur-
rently employed as a Project En-
gineer at Flint Hills Resources in
Rosemount, Minn. 

He has been married to his
high school sweetheart since
2011. They have a two-year-old
daughter and are expecting their
second child in December. They
have lived in St. Paul since 2010.
In his spare time he likes to tin-
ker in the garage and work on
projects. He installed electric and
hot air solar panels on his house
and works on other energy sav-
ing projects. With his wife, he al-
so gardens and makes wine from
the fruits in their yard.

Rena Moran - DFL
ww.renaforrep.org

Rena Moran has seven areas of
focus: education, women’s eco-
nomic security, minimum wage,
healthcare, seniors, taxes and
Giving Minnesotans a Second
Chance.

Moran is the mother of sev-
en children. Ten years ago, she
moved to the Twin Cities in
search of a better life for her kids.
Homeless, she and her children
stayed in a Minneapolis shelter
for several months. It wasn’t long
before she and her family went
from homeless to homeowners.
She found her first job in Min-
nesota earning minimum wage at
Camp Snoopy, then at the YMCA
on University Ave. before moving
on to work at a commodities
trading firm in downtown Min-
neapolis for five years. During
this time, she began to get in-
volved in social change work. Af-
ter five years, she left the com-
forts of her corporate job to be-
come a Wellstone Organizing
Fellow and embark on her new
vocation of community organiz-
ing. Moran was sworn into office
as the representative from Dist.
65A on Jan. 4, 2011 as the First
African American to represent St.
Paul at the Capitol. 

She is a member of the fol-
lowing committees: Health and
Human Services Policy Commit-
tee (Vice Chair), Health and Hu-
man Services Finance Commit-
tee, Early Childhood and Youth
Development Policy Committee,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Representative
candidates
Continued from page 6

Education Finance Committee,
and Housing Finance and Policy
Committee. Also, Governor Mark
Dayton appointed Moran to
serve on: Minnesota Task Force
on Prematurity, Council of Black
Minnesotans and Visible Child
Work Group.

★ STATE REPRESENTATIVE ★ 
DISTRICT 66A

Alice Hausman - DFL
www.alicehausman.org

Hausman was first elected in a
1989 special election. She has
been re-elected every two years
since then. Hausman was born in
Breman, Kansas and raised on a
farm. She moved to St. Paul in
1977. She earned both her B.S. in
education and her M.A. in educa-
tion from Concordia University.
She is a former St. Paul teacher.
Hausman is married and has two
children.

Hausman serves on these
House committees: Capital Invest-
ment (Chair), Legacy, Transporta-
tion Finance and Ways and Means.

Last session, in a continued
effort to support Minnesota’s im-
proving economic health and ad-
dress our aging infrastructure,
Hausman sponsored a bipartisan
capital investment package con-
taining $1.046 billion in strategic
investments spread across the
state. These measures will fund
investments in college campuses,
transportation, clean water and
wastewater system improve-
ments, flood prevention and mit-
igation, parks and trails, housing,
public safety, and important eco-
nomic development infrastruc-
ture. After a 10-year effort to con-
struct a new facility to house the
state’s natural history museum,
Hausman was successful in get-
ting legislation enacted that au-
thorizes funding for a new Bell
Museum and Planetarium. Haus-
man also sponsored a bill to in-
vest $100 million in permanent
supportive and affordable hous-
ing located throughout the state
to help end homelessness. A
long-term solution to improving
the state’s transportation system
will be a top priority in 2015. 

Jon Heyer - R
heyer4house.com

Jon Heyer is a Minnesota native,
the eldest of five children. Heyer
grew up in the Roseville area,
and graduated from the former
Alexander Ramsey High School
in 1974.  

A recently retired educator
with over 35 years of experience,
Heyer has a B.A. in Psychology
from the University of Minnesota
and a M.A. in Theology from
Saint Catherine University. He
understands the importance of a
solid education, strong family
values, vigilance and providing
our children and future genera-
tions with a brighter tomorrow.

Heyer and his wife Teri, who
works for the United State Forest
Service, have been married for 29
years. They have lived in St. Paul
for 29 years and have two daugh-
ters and one grandchild. Jon’s
two son-in-laws are both in the
service - one in the United States
Air Force and the other with the
Minnesota Army National
Guard.

Heyer’s call to political serv-
ice is grounded in his belief that
we need to restore fiscal sense
and personal responsibility to
our local government. Time to
put into practice JFK’s famous
quote: “Ask not what your coun-
try can do for you. Ask what you
can do for your country.”

★ STATE REPRESENTATIVE ★ 
DISTRICT 66B

John Lesch - DFL
www.johnlesch.com

John Lesch was first elected as
State Representative in November
of 2002. His focus in the legisla-
ture is on consumer protection,
crime and public safety, and eco-
nomic justice issues. Lesch cur-
rently serves as chairman of the
House Committee on Civil Law.
In addition to his role as a legis-
lator, he also prosecutes domes-
tic assault crimes as an Assistant
City Attorney for Saint Paul. In
2009, Lesch enlisted in the Min-
nesota National Guard where he
currently serves as a staff officer
in the 2-135 Light Infantry Bat-
talion.

Lesch’s past community in-
volvement includes a term as
Chair of the Senate District 66
DFL party from 2000-2002, as
well as staff to various local and
statewide candidates. He has
been a Sunday School teacher
and a member of his church fi-
nance council. Lesch was a
founding member of South Co-
mo Block Clubs and an active
participant with the District 6
Community Council, North End
Area Revitalization, and the
Great Northern Corridor redevel-
opment. 

Lesch earned his B.A. from

Saint Louis University in 1995
with a double major in Philoso-
phy and Psychology, and a J.D.
from Hamline University School
of Law in 1998 with a concentra-
tion in Government and Regula-
tory Affairs. 

He lives with his wife, Melis-
sa and his daughter, Alice, in St.
Paul’s Como Park neighborhood.

Elizabeth “ Lizz” Paulson - R
www.paulson4house.com

Lizz Paulson’s campaign plat-
form includes these goals: prior-

itize private sector job creation,
reform (fair) taxes, prioritize
quality public safety services,
roads and education for all, re-
form current education, reduce
government regulations and re-
duce irresponsible spending.

Paulson is a long-time, east
side St. Paul resident. She is a li-
censed teacher (Elementary Eng-
lish Language Arts) with 34
years of regular and special edu-
cation experience in preschool
through elementary, with 10 of
those years in the St. Paul Public
Schools. As a professional read-
ing tutor at the East Side Learn-
ing Center (ESLC), she works
every day to reduce the achieve-
ment gap, one child at a time,
and the program delivers: stu-
dents make significant gains in
reading through individualized,
flexible curriculum and
model/teach parents how to use
similar teaching games/activities
at home. Because the ESLC  in-
volves the community and is
very responsible with financial
resources, costs remain low.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH BAZAAR 
Saturday, Nov. 1 • 9 a.m - 3 p.m.

499 Charles Avenue  St. Paul
BINGO  1 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Raffles, holiday crafts, food, baked
goods, family fun and more!

Debate Scheduled
A Candidate Debate for Minnesota
House Districts 66A and 66B, spon-
sored by the League of Women Vot-
ers, will be held at the St. Anthony
Park Library, 2245 Como Ave.  on
Wed., Oct.15 from 6:30–7:30pm.

For breaking 
news and events, 

“Like” the Monitor 
on Facebook

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS!



Compiled by 
TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

Ramsey County District 3 resi-
dents have two options this
year: re-elect incumbent Janice
Rettman or vote for challenger
Girard Goder.

District 3 includes Falcon
Heights, and St. Paul neighbor-
hoods North End, South Como,
Como Park, Frogtown, Summit
University and Hamline-Mid-
way. 

Girard Goder
http://www.goderforramsey.com

A lifelong Minnesota resident,
Godor graduated from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota with a B.S.
in geophysics and a B.S. in geol-
ogy.  The economic recession cut
short his career as a project geol-
ogist,  and he found himself
working two jobs, barely able to
cover his expenses. He now over-
sees a team of environmental
health professionals and works
with local government. Godor is
running for office in order to im-
prove the quality of life for the
people of Ramsey County.

Goder lists his top five prior-
ities on his website:

1) Job growth and economic
development: “Finding a job
should not be more difficult
than the job itself.  I will strive
to enact policies and programs
to draw new businesses into the
area to create new jobs and new
opportunities across a variety of
industries.”

2) Create safer communi-
ties: “I will support programs
and policies that reduce crime
on our streets, reduce pollution
in the water we drink and the air
we breathe and reduce unneces-
sary governmental intrusion into
our private lives.”

3) Revitalize vacant and un-
derutilized properties: “There are
over 1,000 vacant buildings in
the City of Saint Paul alone. ... I
will support projects that clean
up and revitalize these vacant
properties to attract new busi-
nesses and new residents to
Ramsey County while creating

livable wage jobs and improving
the aesthetics of our neighbor-
hoods.”

4) Improve parks and recre-
ational areas: “When I was little,
the house my family lived in
bordered a 15 acre park.  When
my brothers and I needed more
space to roam, we ventured out
into that park where we had a
seemingly endless expanse to ex-
plore.  All these years later, I still
enjoy the respite from daily life
that parks can provide. ... I will
seek to invest in these important
resources so that future genera-
tions can enjoy this same sense
of freedom that I did as a young-
ster and still do to this day.”

5) End chronic homeless-
ness: “The economic burden to

the community of ignoring
chronic homelessness far exceeds
the cost of implementing a solu-
tion.  Communities all across
the nation are making a concert-
ed effort to help those least able
to help themselves.”

Janice Rettman
http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/cb/

district3/index.htm
Rettman has been on the County
Board since April 1997. Prior to
that, she served over 11 years on
the St. Paul City Council repre-
senting the North End, South
Como and Como Park areas and
part of the Eastside. 

At the county, Rettman
serves as Vice-Chair of the Coun-

ty Board, chair of the Ramsey
County Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority, and Chair of the
county Health Services Commit-
tee. Other committee activities
include a Law Library Trustee, the
Ramsey/Washington County Re-
source Recovery Project Board,
the State of Minnesota Commu-
nity Health Board Services Advi-
sory Committee, the Metropoli-
tan Area Library Service Agency
(MELSA), the Metropolitan Mos-
quito Control District and the
National Association Of Coun-
ties Health Steering Committee.

While on the Saint Paul City
Council, Rettman worked closely
with community residents and
other council members to create
legislation to deal with problem

properties and to make city
neighborhoods cleaner and safer.

As a county commissioner
and city councilmember she is
proud of her work to create equal
opportunities in hiring practices,
for civil service testing that re-
flects the duties of the position,
for requiring living wages for
county contracts, for requiring re-
al opportunities for disadvan-
taged businesses to access county
contracts, for the re-institution of
the Environmental Response
Fund (ERF) to clean up polluted
lands and create new jobs for
area residents, and for the imple-
mentation of a fiscally responsi-
ble budget review process that fo-
cuses on completing identified
goals and adopted priorities.

Rettman believes that gov-
ernment should be responsive to
its citizens and provide opportu-
nities for meaningful public in-
put. She works toward improving
the fiscal policies and manage-
ment practices of the county to
reflect that input.  

At the county, Rettman ranks
quality affordable housing for
all, effective service delivery, envi-
ronmental protection, and being
creative in developing solutions,
as priorities.

Previously, Rettman served
as director of the St. Paul Hous-
ing Information Office, chair and
board member of the District 10
Community Council and a VISTA
Program volunteer.
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Two square off in Ramsey County Dist 3 Commissioner race

Girard Goder lists jobs, safer communities, improved parks, revitalizing va-
cant and underutilized properties, and an end to chronic homelessness
among his priorities. 

Janice Rettman ranks quality affordable housing for all, effective service de-
livery, environmental protection, and being creative in developing solutions,
as priorities.

Next deadline:
Nov. 3

Next issue:
Nov. 13



By JAN WILLMS
When her oldest son Nick

was growing up, he always asked
his mom Krista Craven for choco-
late fried pie instead of cake on his
birthday.  Craven, a Como area
resident, indulged his wish with
the pies she learned to make from
her grandmother Flossie.

“My grandma was from
northeast Arkansas, and I grew up
eating her chocolate fried pie,”
Craven said.  Craven sometimes
changed the recipes over the years,
but the pies were a favorite dessert
item in her household.

Then in September 2012 her
husband, Andrew, emailed her
about a Twin Cities Pie Experi-
ment cooking contest, sponsored
by Brooklyn Brewery in New York
and taking place at the Fine Line
Café in Minneapolis.

Enlisting her friend, Christina
Rogan of Fridley, to help her,
Craven entered the contest, and
the two won first place. Winning
first place gave them a chance to
compete in a national contest in
New York, called Best Bite. They
were competing against restau-
rants from major cities across the
United States, and one from Swe-
den. Rogan and Craven took third
place.

While in New York, they did
some touring.

“What inspired us was visiting
the old Pfizer drug building,
which had been transformed to
house several start-up food busi-
nesses,” Craven recalled. “We
thought that if people can start up
businesses in New York City, we
can certainly do something in St.
Paul.”

And so Cravin’ Pie was
launched, with the help of a Kick-
starter campaign to assist in get-

ting the business off the ground.
Co-owners Craven and Rogan

use family recipes, adding their
own twist to create the pies. 

“We won the contest with
Mexican Chocolate pies that we
baked,” Craven explained. She
said that during the summer at a
couple of  festivals, they serve their
chocolate variety pies fried, since
that is how her grandmother
made them, but  for the rest of the
year the pies are baked.

Craven said their pies are not
influenced only by her grand-
mother’s recipes, but other family
members.

“Christina’s dad was a baker
for his unit in Vietnam, and the
filling for our Apple Crunch pie
comes from him,” she noted. Co-
conut Macaroon and Peanut But-
ter Chess pies are some other cre-
ations of Cravin’ Pie. They have al-
so served some savory meat pies at
summer events, but all their on-
line products are desserts.

“We also take inspiration
from other things,” Craven stated.
She recently visited Magnolia’s
Bakery in Los Angeles and tasted
its pies made with fresh blueber-
ries.

“I would love to add a pie we
make using fresh blueberries,” she
said.  “And we’re thinking about
making a cherry pie for the holi-
days.”

The ideas for the creation of
the pies may come from any-
where, but the actual baking
process takes place in a rented
commercial kitchen that is li-
censed by the Department of Agri-
culture, and is within walking dis-
tance of Craven’s house.  “We
meet at the kitchen and both bake
and assemble,” Craven said.

She said she has been a stay-

at-home mom, but as her children
got older she needed to decide
what she wanted to be when she
grew up.  And expanding on her
baking seemed a natural fit.

Rogan has a catering back-
ground. She worked several years
in human resources, but now is
back in the food industry.

“Our husbands also help us,"
Craven added. She said she and
Christina are both foodies
through and through.

“I am really inspired by my
southern roots,” Craven ex-
plained. “And Christina can taste
a recipe and determine what it
needs.  We may try a recipe, and
she will say it is not a Cravin’ Pie,
and we don’t serve it. We want
each one to be special.”

Craven said the most chal-
lenging part for her, since she
does not come from the food in-
dustry, is understanding the busi-
ness aspect and finding affordable
kitchen space.

“But we don’t feel like we are
completely on our own,” she said.
“I belong to a group called
Women Who Really Cook, and
it’s a great networking group.  My
neighbors, also, have been so sup-
portive and were very instrumen-
tal in getting our Kickstarter go-
ing.”

The most rewarding part of
the business, according to Craven,
is when somebody orders a pie
and walks away with it, then re-
turns to say how good it is, like
nothing they have ever tasted.

She said that down the road,
Cravin’ Pie would like to have its
pies on grocery shelves, and she
and Christina are considering a
booth at the new Saints Stadium
and the Minnesota State Fair.

But for now, they are satisfied
with taking their time to expand
the business. Thanksgiving is not
far off, a busy time of the year for
them.

“It’s okay to grow slowly at
first to maintain that unique qual-
ity,” Craven said. “We want to stay
true to what we envision and not
become a cookie cutter business.
Our pies are more from the heart.”

To find out more about the
products, visit the business web-
site at www.cravinpie.com.
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★ Please Vote November 4, 2014 7am-8pm ★

Re-Elect JANICE
RETTMAN
COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Thank you for your past support and vote.

I would appreciate your vote November 4, 2014
AFL/CIO   DFL LABOR   womenwinning ENDORSED

Prepared and paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee, Box 17063 Rice Street, St. Paul MN 55117
To Contact Janice: 651-489-8630 www.ramsey3.com

“Like” the Monitor on Facebook

“Our pies are more from the heart”
Mexican Chocolate, Apple Crunch, Coconut Macaroon, 

and Peanut Butter Chess among the flavors

Krista Craven and Christina Rogan serve a customer at their booth at Afton Art in the Park on a recent weekend.
(Photo by Jan Willms)

Some samples of the various pies created by Cravin' Pie. (Photo by Jan
Willms)

The whole crew gathers in front of their booth at Afton Art in the Park.
From left, Christina Rogan; Drew Craven, Katyana Craven; Krista Craven
and Andrew Craven. (Photo by Jan Willms)



By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN 
Some of the St. Paul’s best

artisan food and drink can be
traced back to Minnesota Food-
crafters at 865 Pierce Butler
Route.

In this commercial kitchen,
food and drink companies are
perfecting flavors that will hit lo-
cal farmers' markets, coffee
shops, restaurants, and grocery
stores.

Among the dozen compa-
nies currently using the kitchen is

Grey Duck Chai, based in south
Minneapolis. Owned by Jon
Alden and Katey Niebur, Grey
Duck Chai prides itself on bal-
ancing bitter, spice, sweet, and
milk. The duo sold their first bot-
tle of small batch, traditionally
crafted chai in June 2012. They
can now be found in over 30
businesses in the Twin Cities and
Seattle.

“We share the space (Min-
nesota Foodcrafters) with a few
other companies that make won-

derful products. We chose to go
this route because all of the
equipment we need is already
there instead of dropping tens of
thousands of dollars on new
pieces,” explained Alden. 

“Also, it is nice working
alongside other professionals
that we can discuss common is-
sues with.”

Lesley Powers of Bliss Gour-
met Foods specializes in unique
blends of granola and muesli.
Powers got her start in food as
the chef and proprietor of The
Metro, a restaurant in Queens-
land, Australia. Early on, Powers
identified a winning formula: of-
fer customers healthy and deli-
cious food made from ingredi-
ents obtained from local farmers.
Now based in St. Paul, Powers
uses local fruits, grains and hon-
ey to create Bliss Granola and
Bliss Bircher Muesli in the Food-
crafters kitchen.

Sisters Becky Biederman and
Beth Aarness of Stillwater wanted
their families’ favorite meal to be
healthier. And so, in 2013, they
started making their own line of
organic and gluten-free pizza
crusts and flatbreads. True
Dough: The Pure Pizza Company
features local, organic flours with
high nutritional profiles in seven
flavors.

Bistro Meringues is also a

tenant at Minnesota Foodcrafters.
Three years ago, owner/baker
Martha Glass had an idea: to
make small batch, French-style
meringue cookies. Now every
week, Glass is at Foodcrafters,
whipping up batches of the
gluten-free treats that are low in
sugar, carbs, fat and calories. She
mixes up nine flavors (cherry

chocolate, almond, cocoa, coffee,
maple cinnamon, mint, mint
chocolate, lemon and coconut),
as well as meringue cups.

“I love that the space is
arranged for mid-tier producers,”
said Glass. “We have space to
work, and we have the much-
needed storage space. I also love
that we have a loading dock
which allows us to easily receive
orders (ingredients, etc.) and ship
pallets. I also love that the kitchen
is focused on getting the right as-
sortment of producers, so that the
kitchen is full but still able to ac-
commodate the tenants we have.”

The Foodcrafters Kitchen is a
licensed, shared, commercial
kitchen, renting to the mid-tier
food manufacturer who needs
more space (production, ware-
house, cooler, freezer and of-
fice) than is typical in shared
kitchens, but is not yet ready to
own or lease their own space. 

“My experience is that we
have really nice people working in
the space. When you work togeth-
er, you learn more about other
businesses and can share what has
worked (or has not worked!),” re-
marked Glass. “People have
shared information about reduc-
ing ingredient or shipping costs,
successful retail or industry
shows, packaging expertise, and
in some cases, even sharing
equipment.”

Standard kitchen equipment
includes mixers, ovens, large stock
pot burners, stovetops, tilting skil-
let, automatic dishwasher, and
more. There is both gluten and
non-gluten space in the kitchen.
“Each tenant receives ample dry
storage space, as well as refrigera-
tor and freezer space as part of
their rent,” said Glass. “The build-
ing includes loading docks, mak-
ing the loading and unloading of
orders more efficient.  And we
have a fully functioning ‘Test
Kitchen’ that can be rented by any-
one for demonstrations, classes,
media events, etc. – very fun!” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Minnesota Foodcrafters kitchen home
to artisan food and drink businesses
The shared kitchen cuts down the cost of starting and running a business

Ryan Meyers, kitchen manager for Origin Foods, preps in the Minnesota
Foodcrafters kitchen for a meal delivery. Right now, there are about a dozen
mid-tier food and beverage companies using the kitchen. (Photo by Tesha
M. Christensen)

“It is nice working alongside
other professionals that we can
discuss common issues with.”

– Jon Alden of Grey Duck Chai

Bistro Meringue owner Martha Glass (center) bags up cherry meringues
with employees Heather Rivera and Brandie Mitchell. Bistro Meringue uses
the gluten-free area of the kitchen when mixing up and bagging cookies.
(Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)



By TOM FITZPATRICK,
Program Director at 
Hamline Midway Elders

What happens when you have 16
Hamline University freshmen
have 1:1 interviews with 16 senior
citizens from the Hamline Mid-
way neighborhood? That’s what
Monica Gallagher (Service Direc-
tor) and I wanted to find out
when we developed a project at
Hamline Midway Elders as part of
Hamline University’s “LEAP into
St. Paul” project in September.
They hoped that the freshmen
would learn about the elders’ lives
and their feelings about the neigh-
borhood, and we hoped the elders
would enjoy sharing their experi-
ences with some new neighbors.

The results were even greater than
we hoped.

We designed the project to
have the 16 freshmen meet the 16
senior citizens in one large room
at the Hamline United Methodist
Church building just across the
street from campus. Students were
not matched with elders — they
were just asked to sit next to each
other at tables. One of the Ham-
line Midway Elders volunteers
(Kathy Lilly) baked muffins and
banana bread which we served
with coffee and juice to help the
folks get comfortable. We supplied
a list of questions (thanks to Ham-
line professor David Davies) to
help get things started, and we
were pleasantly surprised at how
easily conversations flowed.

The conversations were sup-
posed to stop after one hour, but
most pairs were reluctant to stop
talking to take a group photo.
Several students and elders took
time to exchange phone numbers,
and most pairs had long good-
byes. The senior citizens were
thanked for coming and left, but
the students were then given the
task of writing their thoughts
about the experience. 

And it was extremely moving
to read the students’ comments.
One student wrote “This activity
was a very fun and interesting way
to get to know the seniors in the
community. I really enjoyed this
experience because it allowed us
to connect with the seniors and
feel more comfortable with the

people in the neighborhood. I re-
ally liked talking with Annette
since my grandparents passed
away before I ever met them, so it
was great to connect with some-
one from her generation because I
have never really had the opportu-
nity prior to this experience.”

One elder shared the follow-
ing advice: “Life is a flower garden,
but there are thorns.” The student
commented “that is some of the
best advice that I’ve ever received.
Enjoy the flowers, but be aware of
the thorns.” The freshman that I
spoke with wrote about “our inter-
esting conversation on the way the
generations change and how peo-
ple’s opinions change on things
such as tattoos and piercings and
crazy colored hair. While there are

stereotypical misconceptions on
youth and elders, there tends to be
common ground of humanity and
tolerance.”

Another student summarized
the feelings of many freshmen: “It
became evident that older people
in our community really are just a
bank of wisdom and knowledge.
They may seem a bit out of touch
to some but their information is
priceless.” 

We at Hamline Midway Eld-
ers were overwhelmed with the
writings of the Hamline freshmen
along with the verbal comments
we’ve received from the senior cit-
izens, and we’re looking forward
to repeating this experience at
next year’s “LEAP into St. Paul”
project.
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Students and Elders meet up

Sixteen Hamline University students met up with area seniors for one to one interviews on a day in September. Everyone was surprised how easily conversations flowed, and some were reluctant to
break up their conversations for this group photo. 
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Community
Dinner
Continued from page 1

Chef James Baker and his
team of 15 cooks made it possi-
ble for 2,000 people to sit down
at a very large table and enjoy a
delicious meal together. He and
his wife Alice own the Sunnyside
Café and Elite Catering in North
Minneapolis. “We’ve had to deal
with 500 chickens, 60 cases of
collard greens, six cases of cab-
bage, 40-50 pounds of black
beans and 100 pounds of rice,”
said chef Baker. Preparing a meal
on that scale took a lot of
thought and coordination.

Food justice. Transforming
the urban food system. Food in-
frastructure and better access to
it. What does all this new lan-
guage mean? It’s about commu-
nities exercising their right to
grow, sell, and eat healthy food.
Healthy food is fresh, nutritious,
affordable, culturally-appropriate
and grown locally with care for
the well-being of the land, work-
ers and animals. Practicing food

justice leads to a stronger local
food system, a more self-reliant
community and a healthier envi-
ronment. This isn’t something
that only the wealthy deserve.

Jones is well-poised to deliv-
er this message. “I’m a visual
artist using ceramics, metal, glass
and wood.  On a core level, my
practice is about social  engage-
ment and creative place-mak-
ing,” he said.

“I have been exhibiting and
creating works of public art for
40 years. I have partnered with
Public Art Saint Paul for more
than 20 years on projects in
Frogtown and the Central Corri-
dor, and am excited about our
collaboration to make the food
system more visible and accessi-
ble,” added Jones

The sun was shining in Frog-
town as the guests streamed in
from all directions for the com-
munity meal. People seemed to
greet strangers and old friends
with equal ease.  

“At its heart,” Jones conclud-
ed, CREATE was really about
love. And as Martin Luther King,
Jr. reminded us,  the “beloved
community” is the basis for a
healthy society.”

2,000 places were set at the community table in Frogtown. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
Many people arrived by bike. (Photo by Margie
O’Loughlin)

Seitu Jones (second from right), artist and event cre-
ator, surrounded by Cooks of Crocus Hill staff and co-
collaborators Tracy Figuera, Marie Dwyer and Karl
Benson. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

This first-of-a-kind gathering was a wonderful way to re-
connect with old friends. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

At the sound of a ringing triangle,
the hosts walked in slow, graceful
steps to their tables where a non-de-
nominational blessing was read.
(Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Teams of table hosts balanced the trays of fried chicken,
collard greens, cornbread and fresh salads served up by
volunteer cooks. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Some walked or caught a ride with a friend. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)



Independent Filmmaker Project
Minnesota (IFP Minnesota) has
announced that it will be an an-
chor tenant in Vandalia Tower,
550 Vandalia (off of University
Ave.) in the heart of Saint Paul’s
Creative Enterprise Zone.  

“We’re thrilled to be one of
the first organizations to make
the move to Vandalia Tower,”
said IFP Minnesota Executive Di-
rector Andrew Peterson. “This
move will support and centralize
our growing programs, focus at-
tention on the Twin Cities’ thriv-
ing independent film communi-
ty, and create a dynamic, new
space that will attract artists
across all disciplines.”

Opening in January 2015,
the new state-of-the-art media
arts center will cement IFP Min-
nesota as a leader in media arts
education and artist services. The
new media arts center will fea-
ture multiple classrooms (all
equipped with projection and
sound), screening space, video
editing stations, a dedicated
youth space, and a photography
gallery, as well as offices and

meeting space. 
With Lake Monster Brewing

also in the building, IFP Min-
nesota’s media arts center will be
an ideal site for receptions,
events, and screenings-perhaps
even an outdoor screening series
in Vandalia Tower’s’ courtyard. 

In recent years IFP Minneso-
ta’s programming has grown sig-
nificantly with the introduction
of the annual Film Independent
Spirit Awards Screening Series (in
partnership with the Walker Art
Center and LA-based Film Inde-
pendent), expansion of its signa-
ture Filmmaker Conference, in-
auguration of a Master Class se-
ries with funds from the John S.
and James L. Knight Foundation,
new fellowship programs, and
the growth of its acclaimed Youth
Programs, which help create the
next generation of media artists.
Peterson adds, “Stay tuned-we’re
just getting started. Look for an-
nouncements about even more
programs, partners, and initia-
tives coming soon.”

The public will get its first
look at the new space under con-

struction on Sat., Nov. 8. More
details will be announced soon
at http://www.ifpmn.org.

Vandalia Tower is a project
by First and First. At the old King
Koil mattress factory, Vandalia
Tower sits on 5.5 acres at 550
Vandalia St. just north of 94 and
south of University Ave.  and  the
new Central corridor light rail
Green Line. It’s a turn-of-the-cen-
tury, mostly brick campus of sev-
en buildings and an old water
tower. A complete renovation
currently in progress will respect
the history and architecture of
the buildings while adding sig-
nificant updates that will make it
a vital and inspiring place to
work today.

Como Zoo’s polar bears Neil and
Buzz have new neighbors. Twin
polar bears, a female named Suka
(pronounced SOO-kah) and a
male named Sakari (pronounced
Suh-KAR-ee), came from the Tole-
do Zoo where they were born in
November, 2012. 

Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (AZA) accredited insti-
tutions, such as Como Zoo and
the Toledo Zoo, work together car-
ing, and often times moving ani-
mals in order to best preserve the
species lineage. The Toledo Zoo is
nationally known for its reproduc-
tive success with polar bears and
has been home to six polar bear
cubs over the last eight years. 

Suka and Sakari can now be
seen in Como’s world class exhib-
it, “Polar Bear Odyssey,” which
features 13,140 square feet of out-
door polar bear living space, and a
3,260 square foot state-of-the-art
holding building with large in-
door bedrooms, a cub den, day-
light and pools. 

“We thought it may take a bit
of time for them to get accus-
tomed to being away from Toledo
and their mom,” said Allison
Jungheim, Como’s Senior
Zookeeper. “It’s very reassuring to
see how well and quickly they
have adapted to their new sur-
roundings.” 

While the young polar bears
and Como’s older, and much larg-
er, resident polar bears Buzz and
Neil are only a few yards away,
they do not share the same space.
A unique feature of the Polar Bear
Odyssey structure is the two sepa-
rate habitat areas that are joined
together by a corridor. This allows
the two groups of polar bears to
each have their own exhibit and to
also transfer from one exhibit to

the other. Because of this feature,
along with Como’s experience car-
ing for multiple groups of bears
and Como’s reputation, the Polar
Bear Species Survival Plan (SSP)
committee, with the backing of
the AZA, chose Como Zoo as the
facility for the bears. 

“Polar bears at zoos serve as
ambassadors for their species,”
said Michelle Furrer, Como Park
Zoo and Conservatory’s Director.
“They aid in educating our public
on the impact they can have in
protecting their habitat in the wild
so this species can survive.”

Como Zoo has managed po-
lar bears as a part of its animal col-
lection for over forty years. The
current bears include the nearly 19
year-old twin brothers Buzz (990
lbs) and Neil (1035 lbs), and now
the nearly 2 year-old twins Suka
(female 400 lbs) and Sakari (male
600 lbs). 

“They’re very busy swimming,
playing, and generally having fun
exploring the exhibit,” added Fur-
rer. “We have some very happy,
healthy bears.” 
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Como Zoo welcomes new polar bears

Vandalia Tower announces anchor tenant, IFP

Twin polar bears, Suka and Sakari,
came from the Toledo Zoo where
they were born in 2012. They join
Neil and Buzz, also twins, in the
"Polar Bear Odyssey" at the Como
Zoo. Although close, the new ar-
rivals are kept in a separate space. 

Independent Filmmaker Project
Minnesota (IFP Minnesota) has
announced that it will be an anchor
tenant in Vandalia Tower, 550 Van-
dalia in the heart of the Creative
Enterprise Zone.



Book club meets
Nov. 4 at Ginkgo
Hamline Bookstore is excited to
announce that the Purple Onion
Book Club will read Kate
DiCamillo’s “Flora and Ulysses”
this month, opening the club to
all ages for the first time since it
was organized in 2013. 

The club will meet to discuss
“Flora and Ulysses” on Mon.,
Nov. 3, 6:15pm at Ginkgo Cof-
feehouse, 721 Snelling Ave.
Everyone is welcome to attend
and there is no need to RSVP in
advance. Several of DiCamillo’s
books will be available for sale at
the event, and there will be a spe-
cial gift for all who attend the
club discussion.

The Purple Onion Book
Club was created by Hamline
Bookstore Manager Melanie 
Farley to recognize and celebrate
local authors. Over the last year
they have read and discussed sev-
eral books, including “Chroni-
cles” by Bob Dylan. Book club
meetings have been attended by
students, community members
and book enthusiasts. Several of
the authors have also attended,
including Hamline Faculty au-
thor John Brandon and New
York Times bestselling novelist,
William Kent Krueger.

If you have questions or
would more information, visit
the Hamline Bookstore website at
www.hamlineuniversitybook-
store.com.

Le Leche League
meets in October
“The Art of Breastfeeding and
Overcoming Difficulties” is the
topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tue., Nov. 11. All expectant
and nursing mothers are invited
to attend with their babies and
toddlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-
9527 for more information on
time and place.

Health insurance 
counseling available
Free health insurance counseling
is provided on the 3rd Thursday of
each month from 10am-noon at
the Merriam Park Community
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. This
is an opportunity to ask any ques-
tions you have concerning your
current health insurance or a pos-
sibility of change. This program is
co-sponsored with Senior Linkage
Line and the Keystone Senior
Program. Call 651-645-7424 to set
up a one hour appointment. 

Spooktacular 
scheduled Oct. 18 
A Halloween Spooktacular will be
held at St. Anthony Park United
Methodist Church, 2200 Hillside

Ave., on Sat., Oct. 18, from 2-5pm.
This kid-friendly family Halloween
Event will feature games, prizes,
treats, non threatening decora-
tions, a fire truck, police car, and a
hayride. There will also be a cos-
tume parade. Entry is $5 per per-
son, and all proceeds will go to The
St. Paul Magic Special Olympic
Team.

Transforming Central
hosts kickoff event
“Transforming Central: Students
+ Environment + Community”
will host a capital campaign kick-
off event unveiling plans for site
improvement project at Central
High School on Wed., Oct. 22,
5:30-7:30pm. It will take place at
the school, 275 Lexington Pkwy.
Transforming Central is a site
improvement project with a com-
pletion goal coinciding with
Central High School’s 150th
Anniversary celebrations in 2016.
This parent-driven initiative is
designed to enhance student aca-
demic experience, address envi-
ronmental needs, and connect
with the vibrant community that
surrounds the school. Alumni,
community leaders, students,
parents, teachers, and neighbors
are all invited to this event to cel-
ebrate the project, learn about the
innovative, community-driven
design, hear why this project is
important and exciting for our
city and mobilize the community
that cares about Central. Program
at 6pm will include remarks by
Mayor Chris Coleman and other
city, district and school leaders.
Light refreshments will be served.

Classic movie to
screen Oct. 27
Ancient Mysteries, Ancient
Wisdom, a local branch of the
international Theosophical Society,
offers a free showing of the movie
classic “Bell, Book and Candle” at
7pm Mon., Oct. 27, in Spirit
United Interfaith Church, 3204
Como Ave. SE, Minneapolis. This is
a recently restored version of a
Columbia movie adopted from a
stage play about a modern witch
who tries to keep her identity secret
from an admirer. The romantic
comedy (DVD, 106 min.) stars Kim
Novak, Jimmy Stewart, and Jack
Lemmon. Refreshments and free
parking in the lot east of the
church. A $5 donation is suggested. 

Faith plans Fall
Bazaar for Nov. 1
Faith Lutheran Church (499
Charles Ave.) will hold their Fall
Bazaar on Sat., Nov. 1, 9am-3pm.
There will be raffles, baked goods,
food and holiday crafts for sale,
mixed with lots of family fun.
Bingo calls from 1-2pm. Faith
Lutheran Church is celebrating
their 100th year anniversary.

$220,000 awarded
for Como bridge
The City of Saint Paul Parks and
Recreation has been awarded
$220,000 for the Como Park
Historic Streetcar Pedestrian
Bridge. The grant is intended to
hire qualified professionals to
repair the bridge, listed in the
National Register of Historic
Places. The funding was part of
$3.57 million awarded by the
Minnesota Historical Society
under the Historical and Cultural
Heritage Grants program. 

Symposium features
Ecolab’s Journey
The 2014 Alkire Symposium will
be held Tue., Nov. 4 from
11:30am-12:30pm, at Sundin
Music Hall, Hamline University.
The Hamline School of Business
will host the event, this year titled
“International Business and
Economics Globalization: Ecolab’s
Journey.”  Guest speaker, Vice
President and Treasurer for Ecolab
Inc. Ching-Meng Chew, as well as
area business leaders, members
of the Hamline University com-
munity, and others will take place
in this year’s symposium.

Minnehaha Academy
plans open house
Minnehaha Academy has

planned open houses to learn
about life at Minnehaha Acade-
my.  Prospective parents and stu-
dents interested in academic ex-
cellence can take part in these
lively and informative opportu-
nities to meet teachers, adminis-
trators, parents and students.
These events are meant to pro-
vide an overview of Minnehaha
Academy’s commitment to Chris-
tian education through high
quality academic, athletic and
arts programs. We also invite you
to come back during a school
day for a tour or shadow day. 

The Minnehaha Academy
Lower and Middle School (4200
W. River Pkwy., Mpls) will take
place Thur., Oct. 23 at 6:45pm
for students PreK to Grade 8.

Minnehaha Academy Upper
School (3100 W. River Pkwy.,
Mpls) will take place Mon., Oct.
27 at 6:45pm for students in
grades 9-12.

For more information, con-
tact the Office of Admission
at 612-728-7756 or admis-
sion@MinnehahaAcademy.net.

Psalms, creation
studied at Jehovah
Jehovah Lutheran Church Bible
study in October will cover
Psalms and the creation. Bible
study is in the church lounge at
9:30am on Sundays. Sessions on
Oct. 12 and 19 will be led via
DVD by professors from
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.
Class discussion follows. Coffee

and snacks are available. Sessions
are free. The church is located at
1566 Thomas Ave. and you can
call 651-644-1421 with questions.

Organic recycling
tops at Midway
Response to a new organics recy-
cling program available at Ram-
sey County yard waste sites has
been strong. Saint Paul – Ramsey
County Public Health’s Environ-
mental Health Division reports
the number of visits to yard
waste sites by county residents re-
cycling organics has increased
more than threefold since the
program began. 

The new program enables
county residents to drop off or-
ganics which includes food
scraps, non-recyclable paper
products, coffee grounds, dryer
lint, and other items. Organics
brought to the yard waste sites are
placed in a container, separate
from the collected leaves and
grass, and composted commer-
cially elsewhere. 

Three Saint Paul yard waste
sites are seeing the most use of
the new organics program: for ex-
ample, the Midway site with 1039
visits in July, Summit Hill with
896, and Frank and Sims at 499. 

To further promote organics
recycling, Environmental Health
is offering free plastic kitchen
caddies to collect food scraps. The
caddies, along with free liner
bags, are available at all county
yard waste sites that accept organ-
ics. A total of 600 caddies will be
distributed on a first come, first
served basis, while supplies last. 

More information on organics
recycling at www.co.ramsey.mn.us
/ph/rt/organics_recycling.htm.

Concordia College  
disengages from
Charter Schools
Two local charter schools are los-
ing their sponsor. Sponsor Con-
cordia College, 1282 Concordia
Ave., announced at the end of
September that they were disen-
gaging from all 8 of the charter
schools that they supervise. Two
of the affected schools include
the Hmong College Prep Acade-
my, 1515 Brewster St ., and St.
Paul Community School of Ex-
cellence, 170 West Rose Ave.

The School of Excellence has
975 students, and the Hmong
Academy has 1126.

The college cited the chang-
ing nature of the supervisory role
as defined by the Minnesota
State Legislature. The law
changed dramatically in 2009.
Concordia had been supervising
Charter Schools since 1998. They
currently sponsor 3 other schools
in St. Paul, two in Minneapolis,
and 1 in Hopkins. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Rep. Hausman receives NAHRO 2014
Legislator of the Year award
Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul) has received the National Asso-
ciation of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) 2014
Legislator of the Year award.

NAHRO selected Hausman for the award for her leadership
during the 2014 Legislative Session as chief author of a housing
bill that authorized $20 million in state general obligation bonds
for rehabilitation of public housing. In addition, the bill provided
$80 million in Housing Infrastructure Bonds to finance permanent
supportive housing to help end homelessness.

NAHRO also said Representative Hausman’s efforts will
strengthen Minnesota communities across the state by investing in
housing. 



The librarians at the Hamline
Midway Library are working hard
in October and early November
to bring library patrons an amaz-
ing array of activities and cultur-
al experiences, including a front-
lawn petting zoo, improv after
hours, a theater performance,
and a silent movie matinee with
live musical accompaniment.

The Wednesdays @ 1:00 se-
ries continues throughout the
fall. Wed., Oct. 15, 1-3pm, Harri-
et Mednick presents “Herbs and
Spices: Aromatic Stories and Se-
crets.” Mednick continues the
food theme with “Take Your
Dose of Chocolate” on Oct. 22,
1-3pm, sharing how chocolate
has been used medicinally
throughout history.

On Wed., Oct. 29, 1-3pm,
Tom Fitzpatrick presents “Effec-
tively Reading Aloud with Chil-
dren.” Each participant will re-
ceive a free picture book to share
with the children in their lives.

Hamline Midway Library
fans should mark their calendars
for Wed., Nov. 5, 1-3pm, when
Steve Bailey of the Hamline His-
tory Corps will present “The Evo-
lution of the Hamline Midway
Library,” unearthing fascinating
bits of history from the library.

Wed., Nov. 12, 1-3pm, the
focus is on mind-body well-be-
ing as Bruce Tyler presents “Tai-
Chi: A Healthful Regimen of
Gentle Movement.” Participants
will have an opportunity to try
out a few warm-up movements,
simple breathing exercises, and
Tai-Chi postures.

Toddler and Preschool Sto-
rytime happens Fridays from
10:30-11am and is offered Oct.
10, 17, 24, and 31 and Nov. 7
and 14.

Fri., Oct. 10, 17, and 24, the
library stays open for special
evening hours from 7-9pm for
an improv performance by the
Playground Players and special
guests.

Fri., Oct. 17, 2-3:30pm, the
library will feature a silent movie
matinee of two Buster Keaton
comedies, “Neighbors” and
“One Week.” These short, hilari-
ous films will be accompanied
by local band Dreamland Faces.
Hot popcorn and cider will be
served.

On Sat., Oct. 18, from 2:30-
4:30pm, don’t be surprised to
see cows and sheep grazing on
the library front lawn. It’s all part
of the MOO!velous Celebration,
an outrageous trunk show with
local author David La Rochelle
and local illustrator Mike
Wohnoutka, featuring their book
“MOO!,” winner of a 2013 Min-
nesota Book Award. The show
will feature live music with Tom
Lieberman, snacks, crafts, and a
petting zoo with farm animals.
It’s all made possible by the Min-
nesota Arts and Cultural Her-
itage Fund.

Wed., Oct. 22, 7-8pm, actors
from the Park Square Theatre’s
production of “33 Variations
take the stage to perform scenes
from the production and discuss
their work in the program Be-
hind the Curtain with Park
Square Theatre. 33 “Variations”
explores themes of memory, mu-
sic, and life-changing moments.
Contact the Friends, who are pre-

senting this event, for a 1/2 price
ticket offer in conjunction with
this program (must attend li-
brary program to get special of-
fer).

On Sat., Nov. 1, 1-3pm join
the monthly Saints and Sinners
Mystery Book Club for discus-
sions of good mysteries. The title
for Nov. is “A Time to Kill” by

John Grisham. Contact Geraldine
Balter for the latest titles under
discussion at gerrib13@q.com or
651-224-5570.

Book club fun continues on

Sat., Nov. 1, with the Kids Book
Club for book lovers ages 8-
12 meeting 1:30-2:30pm, and
the Teen Book Club meeting
2:30-3:30pm (for readers ages
12-18). The teens will be dis-
cussing “Navigating Early” by
Clare Vanderpool, and both
groups will enjoy snacks togeth-
er.

Saturday Club offers month-
ly drop-in activities for school-
age kids in art, crafts, technology,
and FUN. It will meet in the li-
brary auditorium on Sat., Nov. 8,
1:30-4:30pm. This month’s activ-
ity is to be determined, but it’s
guaranteed to be something new
and interesting.

All St. Paul Library locations
will be closed Mon., Oct. 13 for
a staff training day and Tuesday,
Nov. 11, for Veterans Day.
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From cows to Tai-Chi to Buster Keaton
A month of activities at the Hamline Midway Library will help open your eyes to the world around us



In Our
Community
Continued from page 14

Galtier celebrates
tech renovations
Last month, Galtier Community
School, 1317 Charles Ave., noted
its transformation into a state-of-
the art campus with a special rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

The celebration focused on
the renovation of the school that
has replaced  traditional class-

rooms with bright and open
“learning studios” and made its
media center into an “Exploratori-
um” that promotes a hands-on ap-
proach to technology and creativi-
ty. This renovation showcases the
strong collaboration between
Saint Paul Public Schools and two
long-term partners, Target and the
Heart of America Foundation.

Target® and The Heart of
America Foundation have provid-
ed Galtier Community School
learning tools and furnishings for
their new personalized learning
spaces and Exploratorium. Several
Target teams played an integral
role in the redesign process and
contributed 2,000 e-books, 25

iPads, and each student could take
home seven books. 

To support the redesign of
Galtier Community School,
Target held a Design Thinking
Boot Camp in partnership with
the American Architecture
Foundation, along with teachers
and parents from the Saint Paul
Public School District. 

Craft Fair set at
Bethlehem Oct. 25
Bethlehem Lutheran Craft Fair
will be held on Sat., Oct. 25 from
9am-3pm. The public is invited
to shop, eat lunch, buy a raffle
ticket and pick up bake sale
items. Bethlehem Lutheran is
located at 436 N. Roy St. (1 block
off University/Snelling or 1 block
north of 94/Snelling). 

Musical Offering
opens at Sundin
The Musical Offering begins their
44th season on Sun., Oct. 12,
3pm at the Sundin Music Hall at
Hamline University. The program
will highlight Hungary’s influ-
ence in the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. The afternoon’s concert
opens with one of Haydn’s most
beloved piano trios, the Trio in G
major – known as the “Gypsy.”
Next, they will present Endre
Szervánszky’s textured Wind
Quintet No. 1, followed by
Brahms’ rich and autumnal Piano
Quartet No. 1 in G minor, which
features a thrilling final move-
ment he called a “Gypsy Rondo”
– a quartet-sized Hungarian dance
that will take your breath away!
More information and tickets are
available at www.musicaloffer-
ing.org.

Next Drum Circle
planned Oct. 24
A Co-ed Drum Circle will be 
held on Fri., Oct. 24, 6:30pm.
Percussion, rhythm and freedom
of expression will be explored. 
All levels of experience are wel-
comed and encouraged.  Women’s
Drum Center is located at 2242
University Ave. W. Cost is $10 at
the door. Drums provided. More
information and registration can
be found at www.womensdrum-
center.org.

New staff added
to Chelsea family
Chelsea Heights Elementary,
1557 Huron St., welcomed sever-
al new teachers and staff mem-
bers this fall:
—Kindergarten teacher Bridget
Stewart;
—1st grade teacher Anna Yang;
—2nd grade teacher Laura Erick-
son;
—5th grade teacher Julie Mac-
Gregor;
—cultural specialist Sean Stewart;
and
—social worker Jane Butterfoss.

Mosaic on a Stick
celebrates 10th
Mosaic on a Stick, 1564 Lafond Ave.,
will be 10 years old Nov. 4. They are
planning a series of free weekend
workshops and other fun things as
well as great give aways. Watch the
web site, www.mosaiconastick.com,
for details.

Clovia Marketplace
planned Oct. 24-25
The Clovia Marketplace will take
place Fri., Oct. 24 from 9am-
6pm and Sat. ,  Oct.  25 from
10am at the Continuing Educa-
tion Conference Center, 1890
Buford Ave.

All items are handcrafted by
Clovia members and alumni.
Check out the quilt raffle and
shopping items like specialty
foods, woven rugs, holiday items,
nature crafts, home decor, tot
shop, accessories, antiques and
collectibles.

The Beta of Clovia Market -
place, formerly known as the
Clovia Bazaar, is held every other
year in October to raise money to
support cooperative living by the
members of the Beta of Clovia
Sorority on the St. Paul Campus of
the University of Minnesota.

Glass announces 
for Ward 5 seat
David Glass announced his can-
didacy for St Paul Ward 5 City
Council on Sept. 17.

“More common sense and
more business sense is needed in

St. Paul decision making,” com-
mented David Glass. “The deci-
sions that are being made would
never be tolerated in the private
sector. The folks who make those
decisions would be held account-
able.”

Eighteen years ago, David
Glass and his wife, Pamela Glass
opened the Black Bear Coffee
House & Community Circle
south of Lake Como by the rail-
road. In 2000, they opened Black
Bear Crossings On The Lake at
the Como Lakeside Pavilion. 

Over the last year, the city at-
tempted to terminate Black Bear
Crossing lease, and the Glasses
sued the city for breach of con-
tract. In August, after the courts
determined that the city was at
fault, the city council approved
the 3rd highest legal settlement
ever in the city’s history,
$800000, which would avoid a
related legal action in which the
couple was to seek damages. The
settlement also limited what can
be said publicly about the dis-
pute by either party.

In the last St Paul Ward 5 race,
current council member Amy
Brendmoen won over incumbent
Lee Helgen by just 36
votes. Although the elections for
city council are not being held until
November of 2015, the precinct
caucus for that election will be Feb.
3, 2015, just 5 months away.

Girl Scouts host
TechDump Oct. 25
Come recycle those unwanted or
old electronics on Oct. 25, 9am-
1pm at the Church of Corpus
Christi, 2131 Fairview Ave. N. in
Roseville. A senior high Girl
Scout troop is hosting the
TechDump and will save those
electronics from going into a
landfill! We will take most any-
thing with a cord or battery. All
data is securely destroyed by
TechDump, which is a MN
licensed electronics recycler. They
will take old computers, cell
phones, electrical cords, hard
drives, TV’s and monitors. There
will be a $15-45 fee for CRT recy-
cling, and this is tax deductible.
Items NOT accepted are wash-
ers/dryers, water heaters, space
heaters, dehumidifiers, stoves or
refrigerators. This is a fundraiser
for the Roseville Girl Scout troop
for an international trip.

Fundraiser and free
play times planned
Hamline Church United Methodist,
1514 Englewood Ave., has several
upcoming events that community
members are invited to.

A free "tot and kid playtime"
starts at 9-11am Sat., Oct. 18. Tot
toys and older children's games
provided. Enter through the alley
door. Children and parents can
play in the church's large Fireside
Room and enjoy refreshments.

A special Last Boo Rah Tot
and Kid Time is scheduled for
noon-2pm on Sat., Nov. 1. Play
games, eat some treats, enjoy hot
dogs and chips and have some
Halloween fun. It's one more
chance to wear your costume.
And, it is free!

The church women are hold-
ing a fundraiser dinner Mon.,
Oct. 27, 4-8pm, at Davanni's on
Perimeter Drive in Roseville. Get
a coupon when you enter the
restaurant and support the
church campership and mission
trip fund.
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Como welcomes baby zebra Ruckus

On a weekend last month a baby zebra was born at Como Zoo.
When the zookeepers arrived Sunday morning they discovered the
foal up, walking strong and closely shadowing its mother, Thelma. 

The birth of the foal was not a surprise. “Thelma was getting
very big, we knew it was a matter of days before her baby would
make its appearance” said Allison Jungheim, Senior Zookeeper at
Como Zoo. “There were no complications and mother and baby
appear to be doing great.” 

Como Zoo turned over the naming rights of its baby zebra to
Facebook fans and the fans have responded; nearly 3,000 times.
With 42% of the votes, the name “Ruckus” is now bestowed upon
the little male zebra. The other names offered in the online contest
were ZigZag with 33% of the votes and Mayhem with a respectable
25% of the votes.

Baby zebras are something Como Zoo has experience caring
for. Just in July another of Como’s zebras named Minnie gave birth
to a female named Melee. 

Mothers and babies can be seen by the public in the outdoor
Zebra and Kudu exhibit daily 10am-6pm. 



West Midway
A huge step ahead to preserve
and redevelop fallow industrial
land is now city policy. The West
Midway Industrial Plan won
unanimous approval at the Sept.
17 St. Paul City Council meeting,
ending years of studies. Adoption
means that the plan becomes part
of the city’s Comprehensive Plan.
The plan will be used to guide fu-
ture growth and development, as
well as public and private invest-
ment, in the West Midway. 

The plan is a key step for
preserving the city’s largest indus-
trial area. Industrial land is need-
ed to keep the city’s property tax
base stable. For every dollar in-
dustrial land pays in property
taxes, it only uses 70 cents. That
provides more support for com-
mercial and residential areas.

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark hailed the plan’s ap-
proval. “We look forward to the
opportunity to add to the area’s
jobs and property tax base,” he
said. Stark noted the many years
of work on the plan, and the in-
volvement by many property own-
ers, area district councils, citizen
volunteers, the St. Paul Port Au-
thority and the Midway Chamber
of Commerce. “It’s been a lot of
work to get us to this point but we
have plan that honors the area’s
industrial history of the industrial
area and the ability to grow jobs.”

Lorrie Louder, senior vice
president for business and inter-
governmental affairs at the St.
Paul Port Authority, praised the

plan. “It’s an utterly terrific
plan,” she said.

Louder noted that the plan-
ning process was inclusive and
brought in many stakeholders.
“The bottom line is, this plan
honors the industrial sector,” she
said. The plan will help the city
preserve and expand its property
tax base, develop more jobs help
businesses and industries grow.

Louder said the Port and
other entities will continue to be
involved in implementing the
plan. One issue that could come
up soon is how to make needed
street improvements in the area.

The study area is irregularly
shaped,  roughly bounded by In-
terstate 94, the west city limits,
Highway 280, Energy Park Drive,
Como Avenue, Snelling Avenue,
Pierce Butler Route, Prior Avenue,
Minnehaha Avenue and Fairview
Avenue. The Westgate Business
Park and station area plans for
the light rail station areas at
Fairview, Raymond and Westgate
were excluded from the study. 

Midway Center 
One of the first chances to com-
ment on the plans to redevelop
Midway Center was Oct. 8 (after
the Monitor went to press) at the
Union Park District Council an-

nual meeting.
Shopping center owner RK

Midway, the city of St. Paul and
Metropolitan Council/Metro Tran-
sit have discussed ideas for the site
for about two years with the St.
Paul Riverfront Corporation De-
sign Center staff and consultants.
In September the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission approved the
first stage of the plan, allowing the
former Midway/American Bank
building at Snelling and Universi-
ty avenues to be converted into a

Walgreens store.
The 35-acre site is bounded

by St. Anthony, Snelling and Uni-
versity avenues and Pascal St. It is
the largest site along Green Line
eyed for redevelopment and ties
in past light rail and Snelling sta-
tion area redevelopment plans. It
is also unique in the partnership
of a private mall owner, the Met-
ropolitan Council and the city in
doing planning. Metropolitan
Council owns the former bus
barn site, which was most recent-

ly used for light rail project stag-
ing. The city has an option with
RK Midway on vacant land at the
northwest corner of Pascal and
St. Anthony. The option expires
in November.

Although the plans have
been presented to UPDC and the
Hamline Midway Coalition Land
Use Committee members, only
recently have the concept plans
been reviewed by other groups. 

Anne White, chairperson of
UPDC’s Land Use Committee,
said there are concerns about
community input. “There was a
lot of public engagement when
the Snelling station area plan was
prepared,” she said. “One con-
cern is that a concept plan will
get pretty far ahead without hav-
ing the community be able to
work on it,” she said.

Ideas will likely go to the UP-
DC and Hamline-Midway Coali-
tion land use groups for review.

Other development notes
Oxygen Service Company at
1111 Pierce Butler Route has
pulled permits for a two-story of-
fice and warehouse expansion.
The valuation listed on the build-
ing permit is $1.645 million. The
property is in an industrial area
and didn’t require any zoning
changes or variances.

Metro Transit has pulled
permits for work to make major
improvements to its facilities at
515 N. Cleveland Ave. The valua-
tion listed on the building per-
mit is $5.6 million.
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Tech Dump, an electronics recy-
cling nonprofit, opened their St.
Paul location to the public last
month. Their warehouse at 698
Prior Ave. N. is their second loca-
tion, with their first in Golden
Valley.  They will host an open
house and ribbon cutting cere-
mony on Tues., Oct. 28 from 4-
6:30pm.

Tech Dump is a local, social
enterprise, fully-funded through
the collection and recycling of
electronics. Items are refurbished
and recycled in an environmen-
tally friendly way, while provid-
ing stable jobs and on-the-job
training to economically disad-
vantaged adults. Tech Dump re-
ports that for every 72 thousand
pounds of electronics collected,
approximately one job is created

for a year for an adult that has
spent time in the justice system or
is in recovery from addiction. 

Tom McCullough, Executive
Director of Tech Dump, said that
“through the great support of the
community, we are on track to re-
cycle 4 million pounds of elec-

tronics with 40 positions for
adults with barriers to employ-
ment by the end of 2014. This ex-
pansion allows for this and future
growth.”

“With this investment in Saint
Paul, we expect to significantly in-
crease both the amount of adults

employed and pounds of electron-
ics recycled,” said McCullough. 

“I’m excited to welcome Tech
Dump to Saint Paul. They’re
bringing another recycling re-
source to the city, and the region,
that will help further sustainability
goals,” said St. Paul Mayor Chris
Coleman. “This is yet another ex-
ample of Saint Paul’s forward mo-
mentum in economic develop-
ment with more jobs being added
in the city.”

Tech Dump invites both resi-
dents and businesses to learn
more about their service at
www.TechDump.org and to either
drop off items to their warehouses
(Mon.-Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm),
schedule a pick-up, or consider
hosting an electronics recycling
collection event. 

Tech Dump recycles all sorts
of electronics (they accept any-
thing with a cord, cable, or battery,
that isn’t a large home appliance).
The only items with a charge to re-
cycle are the old tube/CRT TVs
and monitors. Their website,
www.TechDump.org, provides a
list of what is and is not accepted. 

TechDump is a division of
Jobs Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit providing stable jobs to eco-
nomically disadvantaged adults to
obtain marketable job skills and a
pathway to self-sufficiency. They
accomplish this through the col-
lection and recycling of electron-
ics, which not only support a
green initiative, but also uses the
proceeds from recycling and refur-
bishing to create jobs for those
with barriers to employment.

Development Roundup
By JANE MCCLURE

Visit our Event Calendar at MonitorSaintPaul.com

Tech Dump expands recycling operation to the Midway

Midway Shopping Center, along with the former bus barn site, and the oth-
er vacant land behind the center, makes it the largest site along the new
Green Line eyed for development. 
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Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denis@deruyternelson.com. Want
ads must be in the Monitor before
November 3 for the November 13
issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more 
information. Your classified ad 
will also be automatically placed
on the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

AIR CONDITIONERS
Recycling discarded air condi-
tioners. Free pick-up. No charge!
Roger 612-210-3529. 9-15

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. B-14

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch.  Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate,
and Family.  Kirsten Libby, 855
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul,
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libbyla-
woffice.com. B-14

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage
near Snelling and University.
Short term or long term. Heated
and unheated available. 570
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166.
hamlineparkstorage.com 10-14

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchen!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, Toilets and tub/surrounds.
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed Call 612-275-
9815. 12-14

CONCRETE
Concrete / Asphalt Experts - Steps *
Walls * Driveways * Garage /
Basement Floors * Patios. Family
Business in SAP since 1971. 651
636-4996 www.Goodmanson
Construction.com 10-14

CRAFT SALE
St. Columba to host “”A Craft
Sale”“ Saturday, Oct. 25, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Artists and crafters with a
variety of hand crafted items
available. Bake goods and soup
sale in cafeteria. Hamline and
Blair Ave. Tables still available
contact Julie 651-246-1964. 10-14

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Home Improvement Funds -
Affordable, flexible financing for
home repairs, with construction
management included. Owner-
occupied homes, income limits
apply.  Call 651-292-8710 or visit
n w h o m e p a r t n e r s . o r g .
NeighborWorks Home Partners,
35 Water Street, Saint Paul MN
55107. 10-14

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, spring and
fall cleanups, gutter cleaning and
repair. 651-688-9977. B-14

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional office space
with free, attached parking. Single
offices up to 10,000 sf. Building
information available at ham-
linepp.com . Contact Eric with
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 8-14

PAINTING
Painter Jim. 25 years experience.
Small jobs wanted. 651-698-
0840. 3-15

PAINTING
All Seasons painting, glazing /
repair, woodframe / stucco; power
washing. Insured. Free estimates.
Kevin. 651-699-2832. B-14

PERSIAN RUG
Persian Rug - 9’ x 12’ wool, hand
knotted, blue & cream, 1/2”“
thick, $5,250 651-488-0154. 10-14

TELEPHONE SALES
We offer very high earnings poten-
tial with morning, afternoon and
evening work shifts. Work part
time hours and earn full time
wages calling customers of the top
company brands in the country. If
you have a positive outlook, engag-
ing personality and are sales com-
petitive, we want to talk to you
about joining our team. Customer
sales and retention and collections
experience are helpful skills but we
provide comprehensive sales and
computer application training for
all new hires. Apply in person at -
1185 N. Concord St., Suite 300, 
So. St. Paul. Call - 651-255-5863 or
send your resume to:
resumes@amr-advantage.com 10-14

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most for your furniture,
dishes, glassware, knickknacks,
costume jewelry, antiques, pic-
tures, lamps, household items, etc.,
I make house calls. Call Mary. 612-
729-3110. 10-14

Want ads must be in the Monitor before November 3 for the November 13 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information. 

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor’s website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Classifieds
Monitor

FOCUS PLUMBING
Service & Repair Specialist

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Mark 651-295-5417
Lic# PM065300

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES

Minnesota
Foodcrafters
Continued from page 10

In addition to renting the
kitchen, Glass manages the space
for owners Tom Kigin and Donna
Avery. Find out more by emailing
Martha@bistrotreats.com.

This space had been a li-
censed commercial kitchen in
the past. The owners, with ongo-
ing discussion from a small
group of food manufacturers,
updated the space and focused
on the needs of the mid-tier
food manufacturer. They began
renting out the kitchen in early
2014.

Items crafted in the kitchen
are also sold in Sunrise Market, a
shop at the front of the building.
Sunrise Market features local
food manufacturers, as well as
their own line of Sunrise Cre-

ative Gourmet products out of
Hibbing. Items on the shelves
include fresh, dry and frozen
pasta, sauces, porketta, beef and
pork pasties, sarma and quiche,

as well as potica, biscotti, ba-
nana flips, cookies and coffee
cakes.  Drop by Monday to Fri-
day 9:30am to 5:30pm and Sat-
urdays 10amto 3pm.

A barista at Parka restaurant brews up a cup of Grey Duck Chai. The chai tea
is manufactured by owners Jon Alden and Katey Niebur at the Minnesota
Foodcrafters facility and distributed to more than 30 locations throughout
Minnesota and Seattle WA. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Martha Glass, owner of Bistro Meringues, pulls out a tray of freshly baked
cherry meringues. Glass uses the Minnesota Foodcrafters kitchen to bake 9
flavors of meringues and meringue cups.  In one day, she bakes 10,000
cookies. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Next deadline: Nov. 3



Golf numbers down 12% 
at Como, optimism up
Although golf numbers are down
at three or four city-owned golf
course, that may be due to a rainy
summer. At its September 10
meeting, the St. Paul Parks and
Recreation Commission reviewed
the course use trends. Although
detailed financial performance
records aren’t available, parks ad-
ministration and Prom Manage-
ment officials said they are gener-
ally pleased with how the season
has gone.  

This is the first year of the
city’s agreement with Prom Man-
agement for the operations of the
Como and Phalen golf courses. As
of August 31, rounds are down at
both courses. Como had hosted
16,561 rounds through August 31
of this year, as compared to
18,772 in 2013. Phalen had
17,049 rounds played as of August
31 as compared to 19,174 last
year.

Parks and Recreation Director
Mike Hahm said Prom has met its
performance measures and that
the city has been pleased with
how the courses have been run.
Don Siggelkow of Prom told the
commission, “We’ve had a great
first year.”

Prom will give the city a de-
tailed report later this year on
what it spent to make improve-
ments at Como and Phalen, and
what its golfing rounds and food
sales were.

The contracting out of the two
course operations, which generat-
ed much controversy, has allowed
Parks and Recreation to devote
more attention to the Highland
courses, where increased market-
ing and clubhouse improvements
were undertaken.

Wheeled recycling carts in 
short supply due to cost
The quest for wheeled, lidded re-
cycling carts may be an uphill bat-
tle. Several district councils and
council committees, including
Hamline-Midway Coalition, St.
Anthony Park Community Coun-
cil, Union Park District Council
and Como Community Council,
have signed on to ask that the
carts be part of the St. Paul 2105

city budget. But it’s far from a
done deal.  As it now stands some
city officials don’t see carts rolling
in until 2017 at the earliest due to
costs.

A resolution prepared by
Merriam Park activist Roger Me-
ter asks that the City Council
adopt a 2015 budget that lives up
to the Mayor and City Council’s
previous commitments and fully
implements the city’s 2015-16
commitments as documented in
the recycling services timeline
originally posted to the city’s
“Recycle it Forward” website and
used as the basis for establishing
waste reduction goals.

Conversion of residential re-
cycling collection from blue bins
to wheeled, covered carts was to
happen next year. The change
was one of several recycling ini-
tiatives announced in 2013 by
Mayor Chris Coleman and the
City Council, as part of a recy-
cling services timeline. The initia-
tives began this year with single-
sort residential recycling, expan-
sion of the types of plastics col-
lected and increasing backyard
composting and expansion of or-
ganic waste drop-off sites.

But the carts and future phases
of recycling changes were delayed
due to concerns about costs, spark-
ing debate between Coleman and
longtime service provider Eureka
Recycling over costs and the
process of reviewing Eureka’s serv-
ice proposals. One cost factor is the
need to replace Eureka’s aging fleet
of recycling trucks, which won’t fit
down some city alleys. City staff is
now developing a request for pro-
posals from recycling service ven-
dors. The goal is to have a new
contract in place in January 2017. 

Problems plague 
Marshall Ave. redesign
A controversial street median proj-
ect will be postponed until 2015
due to higher-than-anticipated
construction bids. The Marshall

Ave. median that would have been
built near Wilder St. was to be
constructed this fall.

The median is part of the larg-
er Marshall Ave. Green Streets
project. Proponents argued that
the project will bring pedestrian
safety in the area of Marshall near
the Marshall-Cleveland business
district. Project foes said it would
cause traffic problems and cause
illegal turning movements, as well
as detours through the neighbor-
hood. Marshall Ave. Liquors

protested, saying it would affect
access to the store. The City Coun-
cil made project changes to ac-
commodate the access concerns
but those irked project supporters.
Macalester College withdrew its
$40,000 contribution to the
$150,000 project.

St. Paul’s Department of Pub-
lic Works then decided to fund the
project itself. The median was de-
signed and put out for bid. In a
letter to area residents and busi-
ness owners, Public Works said,

“Unfortunately, we only received
one bid, and the bid prices for the
Marshall/Wilder median were sub-
stantially higher than the engi-
neer’s estimate and the budget for
the project. There is a large volume
of construction work happening
in St. Paul and metro area which
limit the number of contractors
available to bid the project. In ad-
dition, due to the rain we received
in spring/summer, contractors are
behind schedule on current proj-
ects and are reluctant to take on
more work. The limited availabili-
ty of contractors drove up the
prices for this project.”

The project will go out for
bids in early 2015, with the goal of
a spring 2015 construction start.

Compiled by Jane McClure
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Episcopal Homes of Minnesota
was honored to be featured in
two of the 24 mobile workshops
of the 20th annual Rail-volution
Conference, held this year in the
Twin Cities. This national confer-
ence convened over 1,200 devel-
opers, architects, transit opera-
tors, non-profit and business
leaders, planners,  and govern-
ment officials, to explore and

share experiences focusing on
building livable communities
with transit. 

“Episcopal Homes was a
natural fit for this  conference,”
said Donna Drummond, Director
of Planning, City of St. Paul,
Planning and Economic Develop-
ment. “Their impressive housing
and mixed-use developments, in-
cluding affordable options, on

multiple sites, are superior exam-
ples of quality living possibilities
within Saint Paul, right on the
light rail.” 

The Episcopal Homes pres-
ence in several locations along
University Ave. with the new
Green Line light rail right outside
their door has captured the atten-
tion of those who want to see
what we are doing and learn
from our expertise. 

On Sept. 21 a group of 30 in-
dividuals from all corners of this
country and from as far away as
New Zealand, arrived by the
Green Line to learn about the ex-
tensive funding partnerships that
have resulted in the creation of
Midway Village at University and
East Lynnhurst. They toured the
building to see its unique mix of
three distinct housing types and
amenities. Marvin Plakut, Episco-
pal Homes CEO, and Diane
Nordquist, Principal Project Man-
ager for the City of St. Paul, led
the workshop, which was organ-
ized by Adam Maleitzke of the

Metropolitan Council.
In the afternoon, another

group of 30 arrived by the Green
Line to visit Kings Crossing Apart-
ments and small businesses with-
in Frogtown Square.  Participants
were enthusiastic about the de-
sign of this development, its posi-
tive impact on the surrounding
neighborhood, and the unique
collaboration of community part-

ners to combine HUD 202 af-
fordable senior housing with
small business development. It is
recognized as a superior example
of transit-oriented development.
Marvin Plakut and Mike Temali,
CEO of the Neighborhood Devel-
opment Center, led this work-
shop, which was organized by
Donna Drummond, City of St.
Paul.

HOME CARE OF THE TWIN CITIES

TLC HOME CARE OF THE TWIN CITIES
MEDICARE CERTIFIED

PROVIDING SERVICES FOR 
OVER 20 YEARS

OUR SERVICES

TLC Home Care is a Medicare
Certified Agency who provides
Home Care Services ranging from:

• Skilled Nurse Visits (SNV)
Supervisory Visits (SUP)

• Physical Therapy

• Home Health Aide (HHA)
Personal Care Assistant (PCA)

• Homemaking

• Additional Services:
• Errands
• Laundry
• Medical Preparation
• Organizing
• Companionship

Contact us for more information:
Phone: (651) 647-0017

FAX:  651-647-3423
www.tlccare.net

After 26 Years Now Relocated to 
1919 University Avenue

651-647-0017
Hiring for full time
Registered Nurse
Case Managers

Now hiring for
Occupational

Therapist

Monitor In A Minute

Episcopal Homes in spotlight at national Rail-volution conference

An international group of 30 people arrived by the Green Line to learn
about funding partnerships that helped create the Midway Village at
University and East Lynnhurst. 

The group toured the Episcopal Homes complex to see the unique mix of
three distinct housing types, as well as the added amenities provided. 



District 11
Continued from page 5

“Environment and arts are
some of the most important
things for me, personally,” Van-
Patten says. “I think we have a lot
of wonderful assets we should
make sure are fostered and pre-
served.”

VanPatten says one of her fa-
vorite things about the Hamline
Midway neighborhood is that
neighbors are friendly and active
when it comes to improving the
community. “We have a lot of go-
getters and innovators…who are
really making their own path,”
she says.

More recently, VanPatten
says she has become aware of is-
sues surrounding safety in the
community and says she would
like to become more involved in
ways to continue making the
neighborhood safer—something,
she notes, can go hand-in-hand
with other arts and environmen-
tal initiatives.

“Part of it is a safe communi-
ty develops when it’s apparent
that there are people who care
for it around and there is invest-
ment in it,” she says.

VanPatten will represent sub-
district B, which includes the
portion of the neighborhood be-
tween Snelling Ave. and Hamline
Ave.

Scott Kruger
Scott Kruger originally moved to
Hamline Midway in February,
2012, due to the family-friendly
appearance of the neighborhood.
He and his wife were attracted to
the smiling neighbors they often
saw out and about, strolling the
sidewalks, and enjoying the com-
munity, during their initial visits,
he says. 

As an HMC Board Member,
he is interested in improving on
that sentiment, and what is al-
ready here, by listening to the
concerns of his neighbors and
finding ways that the community
can address them.

Kruger is in his final year se-
mester of law school at William
Mitchell College of Law and has
been working in a civil litigation
law firm for more than year. He
says that through his studies he
has gained valuable experience in

zoning and land-use law that will
be useful in addressing issues
around development and zoning
that often come before the
board.

He is eager to find more ways
for neighbors to connect with one
another and to help usher in new
businesses and developments that
bring vitality and interest to the
neighborhood.

“I’m interested in seeing
more businesses that are locally-
owned and friendly to the neigh-
borhood,” Kruger says. “Burning
Brothers just moved in and that’s
awesome—things like that that
draw people’s interest and bring
people here or keep them here.”

Crime and safety is another
issue Kruger says seems to be on
a lot of people’s minds lately,
and he hopes to be able to work
with neighbors to begin address-
ing those concerns.

Kruger will represent sub-
district C, which includes the
area of the neighborhood be-
tween Hamline Ave. and Lexing-
ton Ave.

Special Friendly Streets
Block Party on Fairview
Ave. planned Oct. 25
Come reclaim the dark and dismal
space on Fairview underneath 
I-94, Sat., Oct. 25 from 7 to
11pm! The Friendly Streets Initia-
tive will be lighting it up with col-
or, video projections, music, story-
telling, and more while creating a
community vision for safer walk-
ing and biking between Union
Park and Hamline Midway.

This special Friendly Streets
afterhours event is the last of the
season, and your feedback on the
reconstruction of Fairview Ave. is
needed. Attendance at the first
two block parties at Fairview and
Thomas in the Feline Rescue
parking lot in July and at
Fairview and Selby in August was
tremendous and the amount and
quality of feedback was invalu-
able.  Please join your neighbors
in reimagining what Fairview
Ave. might become at this last
event of the season.

Neighbor wins Knight Arts
Grant for Snelling murals
Hamline Midway neighbor
Jonathan Oppenheimer is one of
42 St. Paul Knight Arts Chal-
lenge winners. He was awarded
$25,000 to transform a half-mile
stretch of Snelling Ave. by collab-
orating with local artists to cre-
ate four murals that highlight
immigrant business owners in
the neighborhood through the
theme of “starting anew.” The
four artists will work with immi-
grant business owners to tell the
stories of changes in the culture
and residents,  as well as the
promise and struggles of the
community over time.

This project will bring some
valuable revitalization to this
important neighborhood route
and will help pave the way for
future improvements coming
down the pipeline. Oppen-
heimer is required to raise
matching funds for this grant
and is relying, in part, on the
generosity and investment of the

neighborhood. Please visit
www.midwaymurals .com to
learn more and donate to this
important project.

Convening St.  Paul Healthy
Transportation for All
The convening of the St. Paul
Healthy Transportation for All is
an opportunity for you to con-
verse and collaborate with your
neighbors from across the City of
St. Paul on how to create a
healthier and more equitable
transportation system. The con-
vening will take place Sat., Oct.
25, 8:30am-4pm, at Carpenter’s
Hall, 710 Olive St.

In this day-long convening
you will dialogue with other citi-
zen leaders on outreach, organiz-
ing, planning, and more, sup-
ported by the knowledge of staff
from a variety of city depart-
ments, transportation organiza-
tions, and non-profits. Please vis-
it www.stphealthytransporta-
tion.wordpress.com to register.
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